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Foreword

Animals fundmnentally difter from mam. They predominantly work with
their instincts (which is another name for divioe knowledeze) which they
receive from their creature and insigniticantly by instruction, Almost
every member of a species instinciively works in accordance with is
codde of conduet, A calf does not receive training in swimming, A honey
bee does not join an Engineering College 10 get necessary wraining for
constructing a bechive, Birds, at the right moment, prepare their nesls
instinctively oul of whatever material they get from their surroundings,
They need not be trained 1n their art,

Man comes to this world of activity in a physical body more or less
as helpless creature. He cannot even walk on Jus toes as ammals do on
their legs. He cannot swim on the surface of the water as fishes do and
he cannot soar high in the sky as birds can, He cannot build houses as
white ants build their moles or bees their hives. He cannot sing as the
cuckoo does, [n all these matters other creatures arc in a much more
advantageous position than man,

Though weak by instinct, man is the most powerful creature in the
entire creation. The more evolved a man is the more he works with that
he has achieved by a process of instruction, Since man possesses intellect
and freedom to will and act, he has 1o be instructed. He can be distracted
o evil paths. Therefore, he needs cauwtion, schooling and witoring. e
very often needs a code of Do’s and Don'ts based on experience of those
who have gone ahead of him.

Man acquires knowledge by reading books and receiving oral
instruction from others, Knowledge is thus imparted through books,
through preceptors and through the experience of others. Now, in the
beginning of creation there was no system of (caching and learning, nor
were there any books to read. How could, then, men acquire knowledge?
Thus, a man not being independent in the matter of empirical knowledge,
and inmate knowledge alone being insufficient for the acguisition of
knowledge, the only course left for him was to receive instruction from
God, the only pre-existing intelligent Being at the time. Even today we
do not Jearn anything without receiving mstruction from our parents or
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weachers, The children of the greatest schoolar, philosopher or scientist
Bive 10 20 10 school 1o leam the A, B, C of anything. The proposition
of the evolutionary hypothesis that man has from the day of his origin,
being progressing in the discovery and application of the laws of science,
is belived by the testimony of the experiment made as well as by the
cxcaviiions going on in different parts of the world. 18 a child is brought
up in the company of beasis or ignorant people: he will remain as
ignorant as they. Experiments have been made by keeping human children
i a lonely places, wking care, of conrse, (o provide them with food,
doink ete,, but never communicating with them by means of specch, Fven
after W15 yemrs, such children were found as innoeent as ever, All
Brennam population would have continued o behave like beasts from the
begining of creation, W the present day, if had not received instrpction
from someone,

The primeval source of all knwoledge is the Supreme Being, I is
(rom Him that we got our lirst prompting o knowledae, 11 God had not
mstructed the sages in the beginning of the creation and similarly, i those
sagzes hadd not iransmitted that knowledee of others, all the people in the
world wonld have remained absolutely sgnorant, This knowledee was
subsequently codified m the form of Tour Vedas and irmnsmitted from
ceneration to generation. Buot we are not all made of the same stefl. The
Rishies received knowledge at first hand from the heart of the Eternal.
With the passage of ume we required simpler material 1o suil our necds.
This was made available o us by Jater Seers and Acharvas through
ireatises comprising varions forms of liertore, Dr, K.V, Paliwal, has
taken up himself the arduous task of acquiting the voung gencration with
the vast field of Yedic and allied Literature, spread over thousands of
YOArs.

The present work s not the product of purely scholarly interest, It
has grown out of vital vrges and wnder the pressore of the pecuoliar
sttwation obtaining today in our schools and coileges. The book is iniended
to provide, within a short compass, elimpses of the basic minimum
which every boy and girl should know. Those who dig deeper will get the
maximum of what they may aspire for.

Vidyananda Saraswali
1-14/16 Model Town
Delhi- 110004
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1. DEFINITION

(). What are the Vedas?

Ans. The Vedas are the collection of mantras. The word Veda is
derived Mrom the Sanskrit roo “*Vid™ which means knowledse., Hence, the
Vedas are the books of knowledge.

(). How muany are the Vedas?

Amns. The Vedas are four only, i.e. Rigveda. Yajurveda, Samaveda
and Atharvaveda,

). What are the characteristics of a mantra?

Amns. The manira, composed ina metre, bears a concept and téaching
wiorth contemplation and adoption. It contains true knowledge, and
inspires noble thought and action.

2. VEDANGAS AND SHAKHAS

(). What are the Up-Yedas?

Ans. The Up-vedas are the texis on the auxiliary themes of the
Vedas. The Up-Veda of Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and Atharvaveda,
is Beonomics, Military Science, Muosic and Dance and Medical Science,
respectively. These explain the main concepts of the Vedas in details on
thelr respective 10pIcs,

(). What are the Vedangas?

Ans, These are the branches of the Viedas, and are six in nomber viz,,
Kalpa or creation, Grammer, Astrology, Etymelogy, Education and Metres,
These all are extremely useful in revealing the secrets of Vedic
interpretation, and their knowledege can be taken as & prercquasite tor m
depth Vedic studigs.

(. What are the Shakhas and how many Shakhas are there of the
Vedas?

Ans. The Shakhas of the Vedas are explanation and/or editions of
orieinal Sanhitas; and thus are not the original Vedas. They may be even
mixed up with the Brabhmanas. So they are the creation of later vedic
seers, Inthe past, there were 1127 Shakhas of the Vedas including 20 of
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Rigveda, 100 of Yajurveda. 1000 of Samaveda and 7 of Atharvaveda. Bt
at peesent only a Fow (8-10) Shakhas are available.

Q. How are other Hindu scriptures viv., Brahmanas, Avanvaks,
Shastras, Upuanigshads, Grihyasutras, Shroutigranthas, Smritees,
Ramayana, Mahabharata and Puranas related with the Vedos?

Ans. In the above scripiures, atlempts were made by the seers,
scholars and devoetess to explain the basic tenets of the Vedas in different
ways. But the Vedas are the primary sources for all practical purposes,
and in case of differences in opinion, the Vedas being Devine revelations,
should be finally accepted authentic as pointed out in Munusmnt —

e forEramEEe] el oo gfa (v 2.13)
and Jabal Smriti gy w33 B9 g yRdm ofiw=f and those pontions

5uppurling the Vedas are called andirect evidences, Further only the
concepls in conlormity with the Vedas be accepted, and mmradtr:tnrf
views be discanded.

). What are Brahman Granthas?

Ans, Brahman Granthas belong to that category of books which can
be stated to be the finst interpretations of e Viedas, Brihat Parashar
St (3.44) defines thus © “A Brahmana is a book which tells the
meaning of Vedic manuas and its use™

¥ wFEnisd wEsa g

aa wev s sl g
Similarly in Vaisheshic Darshin Acharya Kanad says “HTEIV WSTHH
fafafesm' “Brahmanas define words of the Vedas snd their meuning.”
But they also camry over-emphasis on ritwals and yagyas, In ancient
nimes, there were many Bralimanas, But currently oaly six are available.
Of these, throe — Anteeaya, Shakayano and Koushitiki belong 1o Rigveda,
Shatpatha o Yajurveda, Mahatandya to S-‘Iljh"l.‘r'n‘.:l][l and Gapatha Brahmana
10 Achitrva Veda,

Q. What are the Shastrag?

Ans, The Shastzas are the books of Philosophy or Dasshan. All the
six systems of Indian Philosophy of the theists ore ealled Shastras. Vedic
seers systematically examined, analysed, elaborated and prescated the
basic philosophical concepts in six different wavs on problems of nature,
man and God and dheir relationships slong with creation of uaiverse.
These philosophical texts are — (1) Sankhya Darshan by Kapil, (2) Yoga
Drarshan by Patanjali, (3) Nvaya Darshan by Gautama, (4) Vaisheshik
Brarshan by Kanad, (3) Purva Meemansa by Jaimini and (6) Uttar
Mecamansa of Vedanta Darshan by Badurayans. These all are in
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conformaty with the Viedse philosophical concepis.

Q. What are Upanisbady?

Ans. Thew mostly explain in details Vedie theology including
metaphysics, spiritual and mystical powers aed coscepts of God. The
hteral mwaning of Upanishad itsell is the knowledge of realising and
viisalising God, In some Upamshads, some of the Vedic hymns are
reproduced a8 such, These texts mostly deal with the concepis,
charmctenstics and manifestations of powers of God, nature and propesties
of soul, s relatsonships wath Gaod, sometimes i a gurative manner or
in symbalic stores, In these Books, mestecomplex philosoplucal concepls
andd spiritual expeneaces have been presented through locid dlalogois
Refereaces an mvthological biesatore indicate the existence of one
thossand Upanishads in ancient tmes. But all of them are not avadlable
now, and the follwing cleven Upanishads have unanimously boca
recogniscd by religions soors, phidosopbers and Hindu saints for then
awtheaticaty, phiknophical conceprs and spinteal stalnments in Inspinng
cach celiphicnod soul not only 1r [ndia but also in the wheode workd Evea
some roa-Hindu scholars and philosophers have whole heantodly
sppreciated thew lofuness and wisdom. These Upaniihats are — Jeh,
Ken, Kotho, Prashma, Muandak, Mardghya, Aiteraiva. Taitkeraivo,
Shavetashveras, Brahadaranyaia and Chhandogia. Amoagst these,
Ishopanishad i most insguning, naovative and sciennfic, providing basic
tenets of Vedas in beiet, for the entire humanity, irespective of natsonality,
wiste, creed, race and geographical boundaries. Important Vedse concopis
relabimg to God, soul and satore, moral duties, monatheism, Wle alter
death and ather complex philosophical concepts are cloasly dealt therein,
Except one mintra, tie entire [shopanishad is the last chapter of Yajurveds
Beas the gost of Vedic relipion

Q. Are these Lpanishads any way related (0 the Vedas?

Aos, Yes. Each of thes belong to one of the fowr Vedas vie
Aucrayopanishad to Rigveds: Ichopamithad, Brahadsranvak and
Toucrayopanishad 10 Yygurveda, Kepa and Chhandopyopanithad o
Samaveda and the rest — Katha, Pravhaa, Muendsk, Sheetasheviar and
Mandukyopanithad beloag to Atharva Veda. o5 sad that in ancrent
times cach Shakba of a Veda had its own Upantshad, But like Shakhas,
thelr Upanishads are also entraccable now.

). What are Puranas and Smritics?

Ans. The Puranas are the books of ancient Indiazn history, culture
and ¢avilisation atong with mythology of Hindu Religion and its several
sects. Along with some deseription of creation ol snaverse, mocal education
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and history of kings, they emphasise on incamation of God in different
forms and nrnls. The Poranas are maindy devoted (o different gods and
goddesses as Brthma, Vishoo, Shiva, Shake and their incamations: amd
cach Purana is devoled 10 the main deity of a particolar sect, ie.,
Viishnava, Shanva of Shakti showing supreimacy of ane over the other
reflecting the sectaran approach, On account of gradual additions,
alierations and distortions for hundreds of vears continpously in the
Paranas, pamcalandy under the fleence of Buddhic, Islunic and Christian
rulers i Jdha, some immational, tlosical, unethical, unscientific, in-
humamitanan aod antivedic concepts have crept there in, Such concepds
as incamanons of gods and goddesses, the Tewds lor supremacy. 1ol
winship, socal discrimination, casteism and several other superstitions
arc totally wnvedic, Thesefore, their illogical teachings, unbelicvable
MAITATIONS and unscenbice concepts contrary 1o the Vedas are quite
discardable, Howeves, their nstomical aceoumis are of greal use as ancient
colture, Strictly speakmng, the present Purmas need admstic ‘purilicition
thrcugh cross-examination before they can be acceplable (0 homan
reason and ntellect.

‘Thovgh eighteen Puranas and Up-Puranas cach, have been described
i Hindus mythological texts, a lot of confusion persists about their
names m dillerent sources. A companson of available literature reveals
complete unanimity about the names of following Hifteen Purangs viz,
Brahma, Vishou, Brahmanand, Virsh, Vamana, Bhagwata, Bhavishya,
Matsva, Markandeya, Agm, Kurma, Lingha, Garurha, Padma and Skanda,
Howewer, vanance exists about the remaining three names,

Sumilarly, the nunes of 18 Up-Puranas are : Aadi, Nrisingha, Vayu,
Skivadharma. Durvasa, Kapil, Narada, Nandikeshwara, Shukra, Viruna,
Samnd, Katky, Maheshwarn, Padma, Deva, Pacashar, Marschs and Bhackar,
Besides these names, some scholars count Aaima, Devibhagwata,
Muhabbagwata, Yogasaur and Kedar Kalpa Puranas as Up-Poranas also,
Maoveover, some count Nacada, Vaye, Padina and Nrisingha as the main
Puranas while others consider them as Up-Puranas. Thos there is no
absclute unanimity, like Vedas, on the oames of 18 Puranas and Up-
Puranas amongst the Pauranie theologists,

Q. What are the Smrities?

Ans. Simritics are the books of social, economic and poliical Laws
which are changeable with time and have been compased by scholars
from timce (o tme as the need was. Amongst 250 Smrities mentioned,
Cily some (37) are iraceable now,
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3 MAIN THEMES OF THE YEDAS

(). What are the main themes of the Vedas?

Ans. The Vedas are theistic i nature and cmphasise o know and
adore Crxt and act accodmg to His etemal laws, They poswess all wue
knowvledge, and all thar which can be koown through knowledge, The
fur Vedas hase prodominantly four main themes (3% QIETTEETR:)
vz, knowledge, activaey, sworship and honan comloct meluting scientific
At management wehnology or Vigyanum, They provide all promary and
vausatw knowledpge about Crod, human beings, nature, their activity and
relanonshizps, Al sons of knowledze i every ficld of human activinies,
paysical sowences and technologees, are dealt theren, in brael, The Vedas
contan all Basi, monal, ethacal and logical princaples inspiring practical
teactimgs and weals for daily necds winch can belp human beings in
levatng them o the supreme state, e, Moksha, mdvadually and n
dewharging social responaalities. Broadly speaking, theee are two types
of knowledge in the Vedas e, Para and Apars, Para deals with the
concepts of God, His mamiestations of powers and spiriteaiism while
Aprara s concemed with wordly marnters and pleasares — (hus covering
the entire feld of knowledgee.

Muahansh Vyas says “Whatever texts of different subjects are in the
world, they owe thedr onigin o the Vedas™ (Maha, Bh, Ao, B 122.4).

gt grrm wrenft aee wftaq ggow
afa A grepwr wgmfA qunesm |
Suntlarly Yagvavalkys Rishi savs “All Shastras have onginated from the
elemal Vedas oaly, and no book is comparable to the Vedas.™”
A dy gy FEaorer ff fad)
fren wiorsd g ¥ wemm waER )
gaafR aremam wfa (12.1)

Manu redterates the sane view with ¢mphasis that prme source of
all past, present and lotore knowledge, 12 Veda, This knowledge s
eterual, truthiul and authentic,

ferparyenon Agvay: wEREY
awed A u dewesinfafafan) 59 (12.94)
ya w vt v wd Fam sftafdy w9, (12.97)
frafd Wb Ageresd w9, (12.99)
Q. What is the main theme of Rigveda?
Ans, Rigveda's main theme is basic knowledge covenng a wide



10/ Vedas Introduced

rAnRge Of Iopies as concepts, gualitees and chametenstics of God, soul and
primary source of natre. [t also covers propenies of visible and invisble
wirrkd, and some basic aspects of physical sciences as Chemistry, Physics,
Mathemancs, Astronomy, Cosmology ete. It also contains human wleals
and panciples 1o be adopted in all walks of ife. In the words of Savana

wmafa wuf goE qomsdesraEEa moEs |
Higveda contans natore, properties and sctivitiesof all tvpes of matersals,
re. physical, metaphysical and sparitual,

. What dovs Yajurveda deal with?

Ans. [t munly deals with mode of conduct, human psycholoay,
actviey and waves and means for miuate improvement i order o achicve
the highest gosl of hife, Itemphasises how 1o convert knowledge guned
mio usetol acuvanies and umpan (he same © other buman bemngs as
pointed out by Savana,

goits & wpan: e e faguw
yorafa, fen fien @nfaewe] w aedfa,
ypifen on 2w waf™ og 790

(). What is the subject matter of Samaveda?

Ans, It geals with that knowledge and activity by which the soul of
buman being is relieved from the cycle of life and death (taffy watofifa
g, Ios devoled o the adoration, praise and workship of God;
mamiestations of His powers angd mode of worship for spiritoal
attammeris, s devoroaal hymns epgulfed with sublime thoughts, attuned
with emotional touch Jeave buman mind and soul in trangquility. It
emphasises for human beings 10 develop their mental and spirimal
pomeers o their nghest onder,

Q. What subjects are dealt in Atharvaveda?

Ans. According 1o Niroktx (1118) “That by which all sons of
doubls and mmperfections are removed; and expenise 15 achieved, 15
Arthavivveda,” The knowledge, activity and practice bead (o the state of
pertecton in all branches of knowledge, whether social or physical
seenees, do Atharvaveda deals with science, technology, applicd social
sciences and buman behaviour covering Mathematies, Physics, Chemistry,
Astrology, Cosmology, Medical Sciences. Agriculture, Engincering,
Military Scrences, Acronotcs and Creation of Universe, [t also includes
ol soiences as Poliical S¢ience. Sociology, Psychology, Economics
<0, hut not the history of past, kings and queens, and mankind as we find
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Ssamaveda and Atharva-veda, This specific onder 15 very sound, logical
and sewentfic as per the need of human development, e, knowledge,
activity, spinituabity and techaology. And this s the same order of the
main thenses of the Vedas. Kathak Sanhata (40.7) approves this order viz

i wefx afsfa waf: s serbiafs

This onder 15 a quite rational as one must acquire knowledge (e for
redicrous activily. Later on one should acquire supremacy and expertise
by hard work and conunued practee and utthze o for human welfare
aceording to his mogal, ethical and spiritual background, Punfication of
mind and soul by daily prayees, devotional songs, worship, judicious
actwity and ratronal behaviour further strengihen one’s physical, mental
and spirituist powers, This enables o serve the casse of society beller
one’s own field of activity whether social or physieal sciences. Thus a
proper combination of knowledge, activity, spiritually and techrology
followed according 1o the Vidas will undoubtedly eid 1o an immence
development in the hife of an individual and the society as n whole in a
condrpcuve maneee. This rattonal and pragmate appeoach will lead o
an ali roued welfare of the humanity whach is the ultimate obpective of
the Vedas, through this specific sequence.

4. VEDIC MANTERAS AND THEIR CLASSIFICATIONS

Q. How many mantras are there in the Vedas”

Ans, There are 10552 mantras in Rigveda, 197% 0 Yajurveda, 1875
wn Samaveda and 3977 in Atharvaveda with a total of 20379 mantras in
all the Vedas,

). How are these mantras classficd in the Vedas?

Ans. The maniras are classified dafferently 1n dillerent Viedas, In
Higveda, they are classified simultaneously i 10 Mandalas, 8 Ashtakas,
G4 Adbhivayas, 20U6 Vargas and 1028 Sukias, But in pracoce, they are
referredd an other texis ote. in mandala, subta snd mantra number. All
prantras of Yajurveda are clossified in forty Adhvayas, In Samaveda, the
mantriv are divided in three imain sections o Purvarchika, Maharamm
and Umararchika and further classified separately aloag with Adhvaya,
Prapathaka, Khand end Dashati. Purvarchika has foer Kaands vie
Azgneys, Amdra, Pavamana and Aranyaka wath six prapathakas and six
Adhyayas while Uttararchika has mine Prapathakas and twentyone
Adhyvayas. Atharvavedic maniras are clasuified in teonly, Kaands wath
111 Anevakas and seven hundied thetvone suktas. But in practice, &
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mantra 18 referred in Kanads, Sukta and maniea number.

Q. What is the significance of adopting different classifications of
Yedic mantras?

Ans. lis prmary objective is to maintain the single wlentity of each
mantra ol each Veda, Different classifications help in distinguishing and
quoting the correct relerence of a mantra from different Vedas, This
procedure also belps in juding the main theme of the mantra even if i s
repedted inancther Veda, But in such repetnions, the Devia or Rishi of
the mantra may be dellerent.

5. RISHI, DEVTA, CHHANDA AND SVARA

Q. What is the significance of associating Rishi, Devia Chhanda
imetre) and svara (notation) with each mantra?

Ans. Bach of these four indices refer 0 some of the main
charactenistics of the mantra, and cach one of these charactenistics
contributes sigmificantly in exploring the sceret and rue spirit of the
imantra.

Q. Wha is n Rishi?

Ans. A Rishi is & person who according o Rigveda (100107 6)

o it arereTig: | awed TR ey
performs Yagya every day, recites Samavedic hymns, knows and instructs
Vedas according to the true spanit of the mantra; who is well versed with
satva, rajah, tamas and ther relationdups, has attuned Siddhi or perfection
by kis own penance and ability; is rational an his acts and judgement, is
tree from all vices and remaens cheerlul and calim. According to Shatpath
Broh. (4319) —

‘o g wAsgEE: | wi
"a Rishi is one who possesses true knowledpe and preaches the same w
others.”

Q. What is the significance and relationship of the Rishi’s name
quated along with the mantra?

Ans. It simply signifies that this paricular Rishi was the first savant
and expert who by wirtee of his deep meditation and penance had
revealed the true spirit of the mantea or group of mantras in their literal,
metaphysical and spiritual sense, and had forther explained the same in
details o other human beings. So by virtue of his cortributions in the
study, interpretations, propagation and exploration on the tree meaning
ef his mantra, later schoalrs associnted his name with that particular
mantea. in his memory, 3 a matter of respect,
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Q. I+ that Rishi the nuthor of that mantra?

Ans. No, he is certainly not the author or composer of than pasticulias
manten The mantras were prevalent even betore that Rishi. Yaskacharya
mcely clanfed this point in Niruke (7,3 thns :

(i) R WaAel WA T ROSTOMSRIAR] pa - @i
I W Weg (1.20)

(i) wedton wR gwew wafn (7.3))
“whichever mantra’s meaning was revealed by a panticular Vedic scholau
frst the sume was exphunned 1w others aditionally, and just to keep alive
the history of contnbution of that Rido, his name was linked with that
mantr. Therefore, that Rishi should be acoepied as the (st visionany
and revealer of the true sense of the mantea,” Yaska funiher explaned this
point by quoting Acharya Aspamanyava who also beheves

= TR T | mindwtiag wiae wad afaaera:) ag
HEH R w8 wanagryd | agsdon wflafifa
frsmmn (AL 2.11)

“That one beng the merpretier and revealer of tue meaning of o Vedic
malngi, 15 known as the Rishe of that mantra, While medatating throush
penance, they hid a vision of true knowledge of Veda-an etemal Davine
revelanon. They were called Kishies as interpretation of tae onginal
sense of the vedic mantra s their true Rishiness,*

Q. Why docs the Rishi called mantra kratah, if be is not the
author of the mantra ?

Ans, Mantra Karaah does ool mean the guthor of mantra as
misunderstond by some readers, PL Yodishther Meemansak gquoting
several ancient and modem scholars opined (Vedic Sidhanta Mecmansa,
p. 338) that the word mantrikratah has three meanings: (1) vionary, (2)
teacher, and (3) coordinator of mantra’s true meaning. Besides this, the
words like Brahma Kritah, Mantravan and Mantra Karah are also
used in the abowe three senses. But in the entire Vedic literature, none of
the oriental Vedic schelars have ever taken the meaning of mantras kratah
as composer of the mantra except the occdental indologists who are
tedally ignorant of traditional interpretauon of the Vedas, or have
intentionally comned this concept of authorshnp and thus misinterpretted
the Vedas o distont the Vedic wasdom. Bhatt Bhaskar Mishm in the
commentary of Taiteraiya Arayank writes thus ¢
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ny W oEfva gy g W gepa: bt aRkd
v (Mysoee Bd. Part HL p. 1)

“Visualisation of truc and secret seme of the mantra ks also a sort of
<reation of mantra™. As a maticr of Lxt, Ridhis are sk the onginsl
composers of the manttio, They ane smply the e visswanes of the
secrets of the mumtras, Forther Kok R (Ratvayvams's Shirost: Suetra
Gith prood) abso wntes that the word mantra kratah — a Richi, is said to
b & vidomary of true mcandigg of mantre. (Othorwise even the enfernily
of the vedic mantras will not exist (Ashis 73,771

Q. What is the opinion of Brahmanas and other Vedic literature
about it?

Arse A ontwal cusmnation of Tatteneya o Ko Sandnta,
Astengya, Shatpath, Tandya and Koshitika Brahmanas, Sarvanokrmanm,
Anuviekanukeamany, Atharvi- Bribad saevami Koo etc., which are the
most ascent ety on e manfestations of the Vedas, provides twentinine
supporing evidences on this opie, Whike summarising them, Yodhisther
Meemansak explicitly conclisdes — "Rishis are enly the revealers or
interpretters of the Vedas only, and never the anthors of the vedic
mantras (Vedic Sidbanta Mecmansa, p. 339, Morcover in the entire
vedic literatore, no retference is vissthle supporting authocshap of mantras
by the Rishis, On the contrary evidences ane, showing nivme of e Risli
as revealer of troe megning of 4 purticular manta, and oot the author.
Accordmg 10 Mahabharsl —

=0 God! you have revealed the Viedas first, and from Shiva onwards
innumerable Rishis have boen their recitors and dovotes. Bul none
of them is their author,”
Fertber Kulluck Bhatt writes ia the commentary of Manussarnin

e ®mN sftgan onoer A g s
“Sance Braheaa, all Ruhis are the reciters and nod the authors of the
vedas. The folloming referendes explicially soppost the view that Rishis
saw (WIER], W) and did ot compose (MEG) the mandra,

I W qur g A iaen gy of) sraffan

foftn ¥, {2.6.8)

2, W urpRa: @ aaeen-gepe gt 9y g guig)
TG |/, (10.5)
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L aEE veg agruvgy st wesfi e W@ (17.9)
4. uel mifRy wwal g gavh . m. (6.2.3.8)
5. ¥ &g A ann gfo sfnelsuvaq) @ m. (4.7.3)

6. o) fRdd Wsweeer) wafg (201)
7. i fenfa, @ ghd deemenn) watg. (3.1)

O the basis of ancient lexts and commentanes of the Vedas, Swami
Prywianand — an ardent scholar of modem e and enthusiastic sevivalis
of the Vedas, Bas mentoned in Satvarth Prakash ~The Rishi whao for the
first time revealed the true sense of the mantra and explained the
s to others and none else before him revealed the meaning of the
mantra. In the memaory of that Rishi his name was nesociated with
that mantra. And if any body suggests that Rishi is author of that
mutnira should be considersd untroe”, Thus Rishis are {-::1}- the: revealers
ol the troe meaming of the mantras, and Do te aelsons,

Q. Do the Vedas also support the above view any way?

A, Yos, acritical exammation of the Vedas also support ihe visionary
concept and comstribation of the Risdus, on the basis of the following
Argumenls ;

O Despate of one topic i a Sukta of a Veda sometimes there are
severt Rashis of as different mantras, Had these Rishis been the authors
of the maniras. there should have been only one Rishi of o Suka well
versed inthat concept and not so many. (1) The sivle of language ina
sukia is pearly the same which is not possible, had there been several
authors of & Suka comprsing of several mantras on i single theme.

(). Why areseveral Rishis associated 1o a mantra in some cases?

Ans. [nsome mantras, more than ong (2 to 100} Rishes are associated.
itsimply retlects that a geoup of seers had deliberations on (he secrets of
a particular manfra and they all enamimously amved at o tuthful
conclusion. Such a practice appears 10 be quite possible as is done even
todkvy dunng conferences on issaes of complex ature where Lrpe nember
ol experts examine the peoblem from different points of view and finally
armve al orational conclision, This also confirms thal the associated
Rushies are now the authors of te mantra because 1 is guite suconceivable
o B @ gecap of anthors of o manir or even a Sukt,

. ks there repetition of a Mantra in the Vedas?

Are Yes, there 18 repetition of some manteas in the Yedas, But they
Julter mostly with respect to their main theme o Reshi or both. Sometimes
the repetition s w emphasise a particular noble concept as we fing in
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case of (avatri mantra,

Q. How many are the Rishis of the Vedas?

Ans. There are about three hundred Rishis who revealed the secrets
of the Vedas, Vie, Vishishia, Vishwamites, A, Aaditya, Idea, Kashvap.
Narada, Bhrigo, Mano, Bhardwa) ete,

(J. Why do the Western Indologists believe mantra®s Rishis as its
awuthor?

A, There ave sevesal reasons for this ; (1) They ane totally senoeam
ef the wradiional indian system of revelation, isterpretation and
propagation of the Vedas: (1) BEven il they know anybow, they are not to
accept the same as their basic objective and stregy had been, and sill
persists, to establish the Viedas as oodinary books, composed by human
Beangs i the primitive agze: and that 0o m by a single person but by
seweral persons at different ttmess G Thetr intention 15 to establish and
extend evolution concept o the Vodas also. 0v) As the Bible — the
religions scripture of these westerm indologists, was compiled by several
sants much after the death of Jesus, o they conceived simmlarky and
applicd the some 1o the Vedas also; (v) Since the nwme of (he aptlor of
the Vedas ix weither mentioned along with them nor any referenee is
visible about thesr authors in the entire Vedic hwerture, 30 became guite
eisy foe them 1o com this unvedic concept aboul mantsa s Kishi as its sole
authon; {vi) It was under the theo-political plan of the westem Indologists
o mahien the Viedas, During the Bnder pant of nineteenth century wheen the
Britishers were strugghing bard to establish their Guth, they hatched many
vicious plans through Macaoly — Max Muoller axis to malien the Vedas
— the main Holy Scriptures of the Hindus. Aloog with other political
plans 1o ¢crush Indian natronahism, cac of them was o misinterpret and
distort the true spint ol the Vedas and creane conlusion, suspicion and
disrespect for them amongst their believers, Britishers employed Max
Muller for thos oelenous tisk who dobiously and shrewediy coined
several new iheorics about the Vedos and Vedic lermore including
Rishis as the sole avthor of the mantras, Their iaswed and distorted
Itrerature on Vedas was constantly and repeatedly published from each
and every possaible platform during the British rule, and even today by
people of vesred interest, in the theopohiscal curcles. And whatever
diversily between Indian tradinonal and western approach and its effect
on the socio-rehigious-podincal system, we witness today, in Inde, under
the 2arh of seculanisim, is the resadt of that long term vicious planning and
false propaganda by distorizon and misinterpreution of Vedic rexis,

Q. Why is Devta’s name associated with the mantra?
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Anw. Here devta retlects the maun theme of the mantra which s
eatremely waelol in revealing the seevet sense of the mantrs, and should
be kept in view while interpreting it

Q. How docs “‘devia” mean subject naatter of Mantra?

A In the anct hiteral sonse, the wood devia s mean divene.
tuminous, sdorable, giver. suprame cic.: bl when associated wath the
mantra, according 1o tradsonal Vedic svitem, it rcally means the subyect
maler of contral theme of the mantra. According o Sarvanakramanm
12,4.5) aml Shad Ouernu-Snishya Vedsnh Deepika (p. 6605

a9 gred gg widurg gag W dam, @ A4l W daan

gaiq, (2.45)

“The devia inducted with the mantra rellects il main theme.”
Muoharashit Shonack says “One should find out the devata or subject
matier of the mantra, and one who knows the devia of the mantra,
aonly he knows, its Irue meaning

affam &an @ w3 "o

daasn [ wsmen ged wamasfd) ) gedeam (1.2)
Swirnd Davanand also believes devia to be the sebject matter of the
mantsa and says “when a devta forms the chael subgect of the exposition
in & manirs, it s called Devia, The namces of subitances and their
eaplnations oCouming tn a mantra became the signs of marks of &
devia” (Rigwvedadibhadchva Bhumika, p. 49).

(). How does devita help in revealing the secret sense of the
mantra?

Ans. The words of Vedic mantras are compoend, of compound-
underived and not rigid, Therefore, the meaning of a word has several
meanings with respect o s rool. When a word 18 translated o its
materinl, mataphysical and sprritual seoses, the e sense of cach word
s denved, of the devita-the centrnl theme of the mante, i consdered.
And thus devia helps in arnving at the nghtiol meaning, Whatever wide
vivicity, irmationality and sometimes contradiciions we Hnd today
Yedwo interpretation, 15 meaanly due to gotdly ignoong the gousdance of
dovia and followang the proconcived based appeoach ol the author,
Devia cootrols the central theme of the munorn, and thes it feads o a
cotecrent, ratonal and logical interpretation in a nghtfel manner. And
when such manslaters, ignofing the devia are engullod n conlusion
heing incapable of amiving at a mtional, logical and CoRCrco indcrpretation,
they suaply disappomtadly conclede that Vedsc hymns are childish,
tedhonn and suspecious; while the {act s that they Ja¢ ono a4 wrong ek
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ignonag wadiional Vedie imerpretation. De. S.K. Gopia, white cnncally
examining the aviilable trmnsluions of the Vedas, pomted cut this lcunae
and emphasisted that Dayanand's approack of includimg devia as the
central theme i Vedic exerpies, was qumite reasonable amd extiemely
neeful; and be positively adopred,

). Why are words like Agni. Vayo, Indra, ete. mentioned as
devia frequently in the mantras?

Ans, Since the meanings of Vedio mantnes cover a wide range ol
lopics. i becomes casier o wledt such words as devia which can be
mterpretted widely. And woeds Tike Agne, Inde ec. possess such gualitnes
of muliiple meanings. For example. the word agnd, means, heat, cocrey,
hight and knowledge m thewr matenal, meta physical and spiritual sense,
This type of vivictly and simplicity i different scoses comes only on
adopting such words a8 devi o convey the central theme of the manin
But the translator should keop stnict harmoney in (he ennre mamim while
taking the sume word i different senses.

Q. What is Chhanda or metre, and how many lypes of metresare
found in the Vedas?

Ans. Ao melre i a composition o o particuliay syllabic system cither
tn prose or poctry. Mainly there are 26 types of metre in the Vedas Viz,
Gayarn, Ushnik, Anushiap. HBoahat, Paoko. Toshiop, Jagau, Augagan,
Shakwan, Alshakwan, A, Adyashii, Dhat, Andbets, Knh, Prokn,
Aaknt, Vikat, Sanknt, Abhionn, Uknin, Maa, Praoma, Prgima Upama
andd Sama. However, Patanjal: accepied four mes of this number with a
todal of 104 metres, OF these 26, first fourteen metres are found in
Rigveda, bot the redt in other Viedas,

Q. What is the maximum snd minimum number of words in
these metres?

Ans, There are 4 words i the smallest, and TUS o il big sest metre,

Q. What is the significance of the metre in the mantra?

Ans. Pimandy it refers the speciiBe metre i which aomanera s
comnposed, and Conseguently the number of words o s bkely o have as
every metre has centain charactenstics. The type of metre also uxdicates
the manner to be adopied for s recitation, paniculady dunng the meals
and prayers,

Q. s there any utility of metre in the interpretation of a mantra?

Ans. The metre of the mantra helps i onderstanding the secrets of
the mantra, P Yadhisthes Meemansak winle quoting 12 references trom
Vedic works emphasised the importance of metre (Vedic Chhando
Memansa, p. 23 without which the true spinn of the mantea s oot Tully
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understood. Funiber, the knowledge of metre helps in checking the
number of wonds o lterations i the mante, if any,

Q. What do the horizontal and vertical lines or numbers on the
words of the mantra indicate?

Ans. These lnes or numbers (1.2, 33 indicate the svara or notations
of the words m the mantra. Pronunciation and recitation of the wonds
should be according 1o these notations,

Q. How many types of notation are there; and what i their
significonce in the mantra?

Ans There wre three rypesol notsion, e, Udant, anudatt and twarl,
Phese indicate the Jevels of cmplsisas while reciting a mantra. Primarily
these notions control the methodotogy of pronunciation and recitation
ol s during nads, Secoadly they are very useful m the interpeetation
of the mantn as they decide the prionty of meaning of a word, For
example. if the wond s adatl, ws meaning s preme and o anedatt, it s of
wwenndiey maturg, Winle discussing in detsnls the segmilicance of notions,
1 Yodhisther Meemansak concluded that meamine of te mantea should
he based on the order of words (mantra-pada-krama) and the meaning of
cach woed should be shown separately by giving due imponance 1o the
notation of the worth, By following this procedore, the meanme of the
maniea 15 Tunber refined (Vedic Svara Mecmansal, Moreover, the
knowledae of metre and notation both contnbote 1 the precise
imterpretation of Vedic manteas. Further sectiation of a manira withoo
proper nolauon kads to wiong meaing and effect as pointed out in the
Astha Adhveyi Mahabhashyn {51 1 by Patangali, Venkat Madhava also
sy “As one cun walk freely even in dark with the help of a lamp,
same way, one can have a tnic meaning of Vedic words using the
knowledpge of nodations™

sor Sftefme= wefa swfag W owat gl
wacuul: wEer gl

Swami Davanand reveved ihe iraditional Vode enterpretation following
the onder of pada and vsing the science of notanon,

6. DIVINE REVELATION

Q2. Whao has composed the Vedas?

A, Ceoxd Hurmse I revealed the Vedie manteas.

Q. How can Formless God composed the Vedas as there should
be bodly organs like mouth, tongue ete, for the recitation of the



Vedas Introdeced f 21

mantras?

Ans Oodd beang Ounnsceont, Crnmpotent and Osnnapwesent. palsaling
the soul of every living being can indogt koowledge o any other sool
by His oan witl. Boily cogans hice moutl, onguee ¢1¢. are necded only
by bunan beamgs (o explan something 10 other beings, CGod being All
pervadim e does nod sead them, and «o e enbightoned knowlaldze immally
ko the soul of Tour Rishas,

Q. Who were these Rishix through which Vedas were revealed?

Ans. Rigveda was revealed by Agni, Yajurveda by Vavo, Samavidea
by Adityn amd Abaevasveda by Angirn Rishi as supported by Shat Path
Braluman (11.53.8),

qA AT WA K WA amh el b
W9y (11.5.8)

Further in Atharva Veda (10.7,70), “Semtf@aad g’ Dut the Vedas
ave ol the creabion of these Rishis,

Q. Why did God reveal this Divine knowledge through the souls
of these Rishis?

A, [ was so becausy the soul of each of these Rishis was absolotely
pure, prous and sopreme by virtue of their noble acts of the carlier Lile,
These Rishis oblabmed the above unigue and extca-ordinary qualities by
continued process of elemity. Thetr souls were capable of retning and
rransimitiing e same knowledge as such (o other competent Rishus
Swann Payanand explans the improvement of the soul through the
clermity of acts. Sool, actions of the ol and the prime cawse of e
physacal world, are ciemal; and one can punfy the <oul of its maximum
throngh one's ploos and noble 301 10 & CONLNnIDUS IDOESS,

Q. How is Vedic Knowledge IDHvine?

Aus. By virtse of speciallity and contents of the Vedic mantras, one
can he convinced about the Thviodty of the Viedas through logical wess.
For sknosded ge 1o be Divine, the followeng charactonstics ane paeriuasics
and should pass thoough these logcal tests -—

(1} Such a knowledge should have been imparted along wath the
creation of the Diniverse and Diving beings so that people could
bee able w0 judge the paonty of ther actons;

(23 That knowledge should be available before the creaton of
human beings and therefore. should pol ivolve the history ol
human sockely a8 we find in Ramavana, Mahabharat, Quran,
Bible and other seriptures:

(3 Tha kpowledge should be tue, rationa, logical, seientitic and
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(5)

(bl

(7}

obey the laws of nature. It should help explin the secrets of
nature tor further development of science and technology;
That knowledge should be rational, ethical and non-
controvercial, It should not show exaggerations, omissions and
sellcontradwuons as we find in books authored by human
beings;

That knowledge should truely explain the nature, properties.
powers and manifestations of God. As God is Omniscient,
Omnipotent, Supreme, Just, Kind, Truthful and Unbiased, that
knowledge should alse be truthful and complete in all respects
of God, humanity and nature.

That knowledge should be eternal, universal and uniform to all
hurman beings, irrespective of caste, creed, gender, race.,
peographical boundanes and nasonalities, and free from the
boundary of language, dialect etc. It should be inspinng, thought-
provoking, picus, blended with lofty ideas and ideals so that
cich human being could be able o develop himsell 1o the
fullest extent in all the faculties, and attain the maximum
heights of humanity and supremacy in his own life time and
make himsell free from the cycle of life and death,

Further the imnial cavsanive knowledge can be obtained only
from God, and none elie can create i, On the otherhand, 2
person with the help of that causative knowledge can further
develope ones natural knowledge as we see wonderful
developments and discovernies an the field of science and
technology. But the causative, initial knowledge cannod be
created by natural knowledge as one cannol see in darkness
without any external source of light even by one’s own good
Eyes.

All the above characienstics of knowledge are found only in the
Vedas, and certainly not in any other scripture of the world sects or in
books composed by a single or a group of religious scholars, but the fact
remains that to understand the tree spirit and secret of the Vedas, one
should follow ranslations of Swami Dayanand Saraswati — an ardent
scholar and a great revivalist of the Vedas according to the ancient
teaditional system of Vedic interpretation.

Q. Do Vedas also indicate themselves to be Divine revelation?

Ans. A serious study of the Viedas themselves clearly indicate that
Vedas are Divine revelation. Some references lrom Rigveda only are
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presented below (-

(0

(i)

i

v

(v)

ivi)

(w11}

(viid

1 have revealed knowledge, (Rv. 10.49.1)

a-ans' m W-

Recite Viedic knowledge revealed by God, {Rv. 1.36.4)

daa g s

Muay God and His ordmined knowledge be bestowed upon us,
(Rv. 1.40.3)

Wy werfde: w Ay Y

Well explained truthful knowledge revealed by God opens the
dumb cars. (R. 4.23.8)

A e g wrd aft gur: gemm s

O Leading Persons eadowed with Divine virtues” Give us that
Wonderfull speech which is Like the rain shower from the
cleud. because it is free from evil sdeas and <ansfics o all. Tvis
equally good, intellectual and beneficial o all man kind, O
Omnipresent and Omniscient God! We desire o lead ideal
home hife endowed with aoble mellect who can beget noble
progeney. Grant us all that. (Rv. 3.57.6)

o A ¥ g yrarasd droadm fien anreng wafi
o) e e gulY Reaeeanm)

O Umnriscient God! Awaken in our seuls the wisdom of the four
Vedas which gives new knowledge, which consists of Gayatn
and other metres and which confers happiness on all things as
Thou revealdst to the mertonous souls (Agni, Vayu. Aaditya
and Angira) in the beginning of the creation.

(Rv. 1.27.2)
9 g wrere WA e e o g v ama
That God who is Protector of all rue knowledge, doer of noble
acts and Possesser of knowledge, Punfier of all, provides Divine
knowledge in the heants of Rishis in the beginning of creation.
That knowledge 15 not to harm or trouble any body. (Rv.
9.738).
W MW A v gaged 1 9 gusn a1l
rom that most Adorable Ged, for whose sake men perform
bountcous acts, the Rig-Veda and Samaveda were produced.
There from, the Atharva Veda derived its exastence and the
Yajurveda had s ongin. (Rv. 10.90.9).
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ISR wag: wu: S SR el afin e
T |

desides thesd, many more other references viz, 3,269, 4,239, 4, 23,
Wy S 0L TG, WA 20, can be quoted from the Kagveda in support of
Divine Revelation.

Q. Do other Vedas also support Divine Revelation?

A, You, bere are some relerences from Yajurveda and Atharvveda
a5 hilow :

L

i)

N HE

(3w

vl

{v1)

(vii)

O mankind! as 1 address this propinows speech of mine (the
Vidash 1o all people, s, Brahmanns, Kshatrivas, Vaishyas
shudeas, and o those who are men of low dizoity (Yuju, 26.2)
aerai el e orenm ) wm e wEn
qrafa & wra 9y | |

it Cod wath ctemity bas oreated subjects, Viedas, and imimoral
souls {Yaju, 40.8)

Wyngiy wgmsdi=a qurepTeadhy: wEna: |

Tveer Crowd 35 the reveader of that knowledze of Vedas, and He s
e caly source of e same {Yajo, 23.62)

AT 9ra: 9¥ @)

I reveal this inspiring knowledae 1o the entire homanity {Ath.
6,60, 2)

T ATER T e s

Frevead this pragmatic knowledgze 10 be adogied with reverence
by leamned people and masses alike (R, 10.125.5)

wem @i, ool g 43 fwa amgif)

I bave revealed His Divine Knowledge for the people alier
proper discrimination between rruth and antrath, {Ath, 6,62.2)
HE VoA ag denay 241 oftad Rerea)

Who 15 that Deva from which all the fous Vedas are revealed,
and Rigveda is hke s life, Yajurveda like hean, Samaveda like
hinrs and Alkarva Veda bike bis mouhy? The reply is i the next
hymn thus :

The Ciod who sostains this universe: Hhs aame i " Shambh',
You acoept Him as the revealer of the Vedas (Ath, 1007.20),
UBHGE HYRE T AN |

amf F@ " i) e
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Further, 1 have created those compositions vie, Rigveda,
Yajurveda Samaveda and Aharvaveda which contain three
types of knowledge. (Ath, 5.11.3),

TR W o snda:

Hundreds of such mantras can be quoted in favour of Divine revelation
of the Viedas,

Q. Why is God addressed as o Poet?

Ans. Decause the God has been mentioend as the first Preacher amd
Teacher of the Vedic knowledge; and by virtue of His poetie and mystic
composation of the Vodas, He s addressed as a Poet, For example —

(1) “Heis the best Poct amongst the Poets” (Rig. 231,10,

(u}p  He s revealer of knowledge and a Poet aamongat the common
people. He is mumonal anongst the montals and sensitive hving
bengs (Rv. 7.4.4),

s wfEvstay wrm wha e Pl

ity CrAgmi! vou are the Bestower of al knowledge, Omniseent and
Poct by virtue of your knowledge and poctry (Rv, 1L11,3),
| ol s freafiy

(v) He s 2 Poet of deep knowledge (Ath. 512, 1)

‘wfdefa e

{v) Nope else Poet s hike you, (Ath, 5.11.4)
a1 wae: wida |

(vid See the poetry of God whose composition 14 neither cver-
stopped nor it becomes stale. (Ath. 10.8.32)

qg @ A R A Wi

Hence by vartue of giving knowledge in a tucid and poctic way, one
of His names s Poet.

Q. Why is God addressed as Brahaspati and Brabhma Kritah?

Ans. God s addressed with such names because, He s the
Commander and also the First Preacher of knowledge. Some references
are as [ollows :

(1) O Brahaspan, the Lord of Speech! Thou ant the onginal source
of the carhiest speech which 15 the most excellem, unigue and
flawless. (Rv. 10.71.1)
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e wud arl WU gedva dvn Aned 29T |
qdwi e a2l wardpton w3wi fafed qerfa )

(ity Cenamly Brahamanspatt — the master of knowledee has
preached the mantrms of adoraton and worshi p (R, LA05),
¥ A georefd: OE aawgEem |

fn) Moy the Muster of the Vede knowledge and Protector and
knower of the four Vedas come 10 our Yagva (i the forn of
studyving and weaching) which gives us perleet physical and
spiritual poswer. (RY 1,40 1)

"4 werrafy: ¥ 9

vl Brabaspati-the God reveals Divine knowledge in ine beginning
of Kalpa. (A, 20.88.4)
qref: wud smrT: wRe IR oo e

(v Brahspati s the only irst Erudite. The Rishis gained knowledse
fooin Him, (Yaju. 7.15)

W vum s Rafdar

Q. What is the opinion about the author of the Yedas, in other
Hindu Scriptures?

Ans, Vedas have beeo mentioned as Divine Revelation m all the
Hindu Scripiures, including Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads, Smritis,
Puranas, Mahablagat ete, as shown below :

Gy W (wonyld) snsreee @gE wermgon wdtiafaTnyg |

(e )
() W FA arE AAREE adage |
afde fasu =) oo wmfy e=eifan

(geel. 3.1.25)
(hy A wedd gypde: arREsuddy )

(quemt, 9u. 1.1.5)
fiv) wara @ A e Frerfa)
7 WS agde: amdisdag i (gea. 5.4.11)
v} ot agd a= gal e s am fagae e
(qrem. I9. 2.1.4)
(vi) TEmEd: wEag e (eEw. 2.1.5)
vit) siffErgefgsg @@ @w wEEA |
gew 7w feewehpag: wm aserg i (79, 1.23)
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(viil) T @ aisw@ qew yorm Aowfveag
oA oyl umdsaaifRva
(. on,, 14.5.4)
(ix) # ¥ yremayy Ao R R
Prapl wd wred g 3 areseaErand
(amerrEm . i)

The above references clearly confirm that all the Vedas hive been rovealed
by God, and their names are Rig,, Yaju., Sama and Atharva Vieda

Q. What is the evidence that Vedas are revealed with the creation
of Universe?

Ans, There are several evidenoes in Vedie litcrature, both ancicnt
and modem, that Vedas are wnce the oncation of Uninverse, 1Arg the
knoadedge should be in the beginning of creation as is clear (rom the
quoery of a beman bewng o Rigveda It says, =T koow not fully what 1 am
mn reahity for | am placed wathin the wander wath fetiered mund; wisn |
will e able 10 atain 10 the primordial product of the st Lrs, then and
thea only | will obeain a share of tus {Divine) wond, (RV, 1.164.17)

A 2 wnf of2 deufen Rvn w=15 5T Wiy

TR ARG Rt gl o wrrEREE T

(. 1.164.37)

Further, “The Geod who enlightens the enlighiened and introduced
knowledge and virtue 1o e seholars as sweets to sweel overs and who
later on revealed Divine knowledge worth contemplation and adoption
by soul — the muster of sensitive oreans. (RV. 10.54.60).

At weurowdfaf vafdeal srgorg WA

s fud gufiem o gEg gegeaatig g
In Mahabharat, it reads thus — “With the creation of nniveose, God
revealed such a unigque, ctemal and Divine Knowledge of the Vodas
which had neither beginning por end: and all sonts of ko icdge and
acuvities o the world follomed it Laser oo, (M. Bh. Shant Parva 232-24)

safefum fom apee wasEn

W Foaf fam we wal: wgwai
‘The names of matenals and activities sere taken from the Vedas, Even
the names of Rishis and knosvledge ar the beginaing ol creation was from
the Wedis, (M. BEHL Shant Pagva, 230.25-26)

wreY W gy, el w ek )
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dg weds gard) APV @ dwav

Fmfa wdien g a@y gwea:)

add= gorarl i ger | |
Mano very cleardy says that “Veda is the prune source ol knowledpe.
religion and activiy™. (Mana. 2,163

aisfyen avi e
Drespaie of o Chnstian missaoniry s approsch, Max Muller contessad thi
Rigvedn is the oldest book, He writes m the introduction of Bigveda thus,
“Adter the latest rescarches inte the bistory and chronaloey of the book
of old Testament. we may now safely call the Rigveda the oldest baok,
ool only of Arvan community, bust of the whole world™. Further i
“Reason and Rebgioa™ he writes, “I7 there is 8 God who has created
heaven and carth, it will be unjust on His part it he deprives millions
of his sons born hefore Moses, of His Divine knowledge, Reason and
comparative of Religions declares that God gives His divine knowledgpe
from his first appearance on carth”. Thus Dhvine knowledge has been
given with the creaton of human beings,

Further I MM Vidvasagar, after quoting 2 large number of mamns
(Vedon Ki Antah Sakshi Ka Mahatva) concludes that there 15 poctry in
metres of that Eradite Poetwheons creator of this universe, which contams
three types of knowledge. Thas s clvsalied o four sections as Rig. Yaju,
Swina sl Atharvie, while ercanng the Universe, Godd Himself, with
different names as Yagva, Brahaspats, Porushich, Poet el imparted this
knowledgee in the heans of Rishis capable of receving it and those Rishis
preschied the same 1o all buman beings of the world, Supporting this,
Jacolliot wnles in “Bible wn Indha”™ thus — “Ashtomshing Gct! the Hindu
Revelanon, Veda s of all reveletions the only one whose ideas are in
perfect hvmony with. modem science”™. In Medie India-Mother of
Parhaments, Shrn N, Pavgr wnites, “The Vedas are the fountain head
of knowledge the prinw source of inspiration, nay the grand repository
of Divine wisdom and even eternal truths™.

Q. What is the opinion of Darshan Shastras on Divine revelation
of Vedas?

Ans. All the six, thesne systems of Indian Phidosophy belbeve thal
the Vedas ane Divine Revelation and they are unanunous in this respect,
For example, in Vedant Darshan, (1.1.3) Vyas Mun says:

e g

(0 "Crod 18 the prume cause of the Vedas™, Achioyva Shanker also
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(11}

(v}

(v

Viodas fatrodoced 7 29

belicves the same and cxplyns o (unber in Booaduna Sotra
Broahya (p. 18) thas — “Brahman 1+ U Yot (Le., matenal and
eflicient cosed of great sonptures (Shaitras) ke the Rigveda
et whach are supplementad by other senpuares (Siksa, Kalpa,
Vyakarmn, Nwokts, Chhandah, Jyvotsh) that the themselves
sourees (of vantous kinds) of knowledze which reveadad all
things hike the Tanp”.

In Sankhya Darshon (5.51) Kapil Risht says -~

o wacaf @ @ wanan —

“Ood revealed the Vedas by His own notural powerns and
therelone, they are ctemal and self-authentic”

Lin Vinisheshie Dyushian, Eanad Hashi savs —

ATUHITTeNE FTHTON |

“The Viedoo e Divine Boewelaboa, They contain iuthio)
koowledpe and pudicioas moal 1eachings <o all the four Vedas
are chermal™ (V.. 11.3),

In Yogpa Dicebon, Patanjal: Rish <as -—

@ gl o sRETTTETA |

“He s the wacher of the ancients also, because He is not laniwd
by tume”™ (Y., 1.1.26).

i Nyaya Darshaa, (2.1,67) Gautam Rishi says:

WA gpnwaed RETTOTE  WIEan |

“The authoriativeness of verbal prool 1s like that of the Yedn
and the medical seience (Avurvada) and it his been declared by
the Aptas (trust worthy persons)™. Dayanand comuments that sty
purpose i that all men hould acknowledge the authenticity of
the Vedis which are etemal and are the words of God,

Q. Is the relatiombip between the words and their meanings alvo

Divine?

Ans. Cerudnly ves, The words-meaning relationsdup is alw ctormal

s poee chye Cam explain n,

Q. ks the knowledge of Vadas eternal?
Ans. Certamly vex, Because the Vedic knowdadpe is free from

addivons, conisions, whractions, contradictions, ad ckanges with ame
and space; and has been revealed by Eremal God Fhnselt,

Q. How can the words, sentences and their meanings ina mantra

he elernal?

Ans, [ is becaose the words are of two Lypes — one s eremal, and
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the ather developed by buman activities. Amongst these whichever wornds
amdd their meanings are within the revealed knowledge of God, they are
elernal: while those developed by the imagination of mankind are the
result of human activities. Since the knowledge aod activity of God is
perfect by nature in all respects, His whole powers and capabilities e
also etemal. Consequently the Vedas, in the form of knowledge and their
words-meaning relationships are also authentic because only troth is
ctemal and eremity is trothiul wself.

Q. How did Divine Knowledge transcent upto the common
peaple?

Anc. Imtadly the Gl revealed all wue knowiedge o the first four
Kashis with the beginning of the creation of e universe, Later on, these
Kasins expluned thal knowledge aloagwith its woe meaning © other
Kishis ke Braduna cte. This is why the Viedas are known as Shoutis aldso
bemg wansmitted through hewring., After leaming from Ridn's hike
Brahma, other seers explained this Divine keowledze wtheir disciples in
theiwr true spint in the oraditional wacher-taught system who futher
explamed m verbetum 0 the masses. Following are the evidences from
the Viedas themselves.

(1) "The devodee says. "My tather and grand father oblained the
Divine knowledge and scuvities contained in seven metres. T,
the novice, while reciting the same, preached it upto the fourth
penertion as per the ondain of the bencvolent God (R, 10,67 4.
i g wadlefl ftm = wa o gedtafdsa
gfa oo fivwa s=ism e fgm o)

(u} O Brahaspate! (Lord of Speech) The original source of the
carbiest specch whach is the most excellent and Oawless and
wiich the keammed men pronounce by @iving name (to all existing
objectsh remains teasured with the cave like heart (of sapes)
the very same becomes mamfest by their force of love (R,
100.67.4).

7. NUMBER AND CREATION PERIOD OF THE VEDAS

Q. Was there only one Veda which was divided later on into four
Vedas?

Ans, Ihe Vedas were four only since the creatton of the Universe,
Hot in =ome Purapas ns Vayu, Vishnu, Masya and Agoe, #1015 mentoned
thiat imitially there was one Vieda only and at the end of Dwapara, Krishing
Ureapavaina ¥ vas divided it unto four parts as four Vedas. Such a statemem
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reflects onldy the vasiation in the method of expression, Davine knowledge
s one only which is confined in the tour Vedas, Vvas Bashr explinned the
same o commaon people. However, he was certmnly not the suthor of the
Viedas because the Vedas existed even belore ¥ yas Rashi of Dwapar Yuga,
All Hindu sceiptures, viz, Brahmangs, Aranyis, Upanishads, Mahabharaa
ete. deseribe the mmber of Vedas as four only, What these Poranas mean
there Vieda as a knowledge which can be one only, However evidence of
fons Vedas are vistble i the Vedas themselves as tollows :

]

()

(1)

(v}

{v)
(vi)
(V1)
fviii)

(ix)
(x)
(%1}
{xii)

{a) Riz. Sama. Yaju and Mahi (Skambh Sukt. 15)

(h) Rig, Sama. Yaju and Atharea (Skiunbh Sukr, 200

fo) Rag. Sama Yigu and Brduna (Odin Sukd.)

(d) Rig, Sama, Yaju and Udgitha (Ucehat Suki.)

(e Rig. Sama, Yaju and Clasdogya (Uchhist Suki.)

gedift g wdhswn g & Al RV 4583

This Mantra is also in Yajurveda (17 91) and Gopatha Brahana

(1.16). meaning thereby is that Vedas are four as iicepretied by
edic seers.

AEERRGE S wrnf wfen
weafl wfsn awroraRTmEwTad |

(. 10.90.9, 9. 231.7)
Wvd IFvasEE U 6M 9 g
Al wWaal W (U 18.29)
wa A gqwfewe sgity:) (aefa. 11.7.5)
T WOA REHON WA WM ol {(awd. 10.7.14)
A FRE) guda: ardEisudde | (eEE. 1.1.5)
freria o WA faorafa agds arwde sudel agein )

(g1 7.7.1)
Favaghl: wim (7. w. #@. 51.22)

ae ArvE FEW:| (M. W, 99, 214.22)

daTrn YAl (Awiad 4. 14.64)

TR § @ A WA wgde: wmd gwde gfa
(Mwer. g, 2.16)

Besides these clear tour names of the Vedas, whereever Veda is
written in plural (8=1:). 3t has been interpretted as four Vedas as in
Rag (4.35.6) and Ath. (19.9.12). Besides these evidences, four Ritwagas
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are needed for e success of riluals in the Yagyss, and acoording 1o
Cropath Brahmaea (1.1.16 & 3.1), the scholar of Rigveda is called
hotas, of Yajurvedn, Udgata, of Samaveda, Adhwaryo and of Atharva
Yeda s Brahma.

wraedn g goitm aopde faamay ke ymane amalsd
e agaory aw e = agurg sl

Thus four scholars, one of ¢ach ol the Tour Vedas, are needed for the
suvcess of Yagya for & padicular purpose, There should not be an
rota of doubt about four Vedas in the biglt of above and hundreds
other references in Hindu sceiptures,

Q. Some believe that Vedas were three only. Has Atharva Veda
breen ndded later on?

Ans, Thos s absolutely untrue, As concluded above, the Vedas were
towr ondy from the wery beginning, But a son of confusion has been
caused by misunderstandimg the word teiyividya mentioned in Vedic
literature for Vedas o sometimes only Rig, Yaju and Samavedas are
menioned, and vor Atharva simultameously. This has been clarified in
Mababbarat and Sath Path Brabmana by swating that three wypes of
knowwiedge or trivividya exists in the foor Viedas thos ;

A Rvrrdn dEgen wargTm@:)

FEATEwiaRl TANSsaduRa (| (W, M1, wn. 235.1)

I is abso explained in Shat Path Brahmana (4.6,7),

#d01 4 fenoare oot wenfy gfay

While giving foor names of Vedas in Shat Path Brahmana {14.5.4)
and Brahadopanishad (3.4.100, they all contain three types of
knowledgze meotioned above. S0 the fact semains that three Lypes of
Kuowledge is spread i all the foor Vedas, Fiestly doe 1o emphasis on
(1) knowledge, (2) action and (3) worship in the Vedas, they ane
called of Tryividvi, Secondly. according 10 Yaskacharva the
uterpretation of the Viedas shoald be threefold or inthree senses. i,
material, metaphvsical and spiritual. Thirdly, the compostion of the
Vedie bymns is i three syle, e, prose, poctry and recitation These
three Dypes of knowledze are Tound scattered inoall the foor Vedas,
and thus Triyividya s nod related with three names o, three numbbers
ol the Vedas but with the tvpes of knowledge. Further Atharvaveda
has been expressed by dilferent names viz, Chhandasi, Chhandoha,
Chhandoveda, Mahi, Udgitha, and Brabma (Rig, 20.9, Yaju, 5.17,
Athe 10,719 11L.7.5) quoted eardier. Further Shad Guou Shishva
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writels in Sarvanukramanis introdoction that “Though Viedas are
four, bat they have been classified in three ways, i.e. prose, poetry
and recitation. Therefore, 1t can not be concluded that Vedas are
theee only™.

fifaimen vewn Pifda: @ w<edaa)

=Y W WA 42 uged i

2 gferm 9d A Moda

aTaf 7 ¥y Bde Afgsadzn

S50 the Vedas are four in number from the very beginmng which
contain three ypes of knowledze; and Atharva Veda is centainly not
i later addition,

Q. Has the creation of the Yedas been from four mouths of
Brahma, as some believe?

Ans. [ois wrtten i the higurative Janguage i some Puanas that the
Vedas were created from the foar mouths of Brahma, Bot actually it
means that the Vedas are revealed by Brahma, 1.c., the God Himsell "@&

w5l @21y, (Ath. 10.43.2). “Let the God impart knowledge of us™ (Ath.
4.32.3). Further " The Brahma-God presessang all knowledge veveals this
knowledge in dafferent metres™ (Ryv, 41130
WA EGNAET BN Jrasd
Acvording o Manusmeit (1.23) “The Rig, Yaju, Sama and Atharva
possessing three types of knowledge was leammt by Brahma from Agni,
WVavis, Aditya and Angira Rishis who later explaiped and preached them
o others.”
sftamgfnaeg w4 aE TR
gt wafhgudyay: wrasory (7. 1.23)
Thus it is ¢lear that the Viedas were not composed by Brihma Rishi;
st he sumply preached thean first o Bater seers and this fisstieaching
of Vedas 10 human beings has been expressed as creation of the
Vedas by Brahma.

Q. If the Vedas are since the creation of universe, Is Vedic Sanskrit
also that much old?

Ans. Yes, Certainly the Vedie sanskrit 15 the oldest language as all
have been dendved froan it

(). How did the Vedas come in the printed form?

Ans. Since ancient times, the Vedas were leamt by heant and
propagated orally; and with the development of ponting facilities, the
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Veda Pathee Bradunanas were wdied 10 secite them in differem ways
Actording @0 thetr mode of recitation, pronunciation and potations. they
were noded doon, [he svaras or nolations as odatt, anedant and raant
were marked ca each word Afler checking cach word of the mantras, the
Yedas were composed, compilicd and pnnded in the peess.

Q. Could the man pot compose the alike Vedas soriptures of
other religiom?

Ars. Mo It s mever possebic. Bocawae the Vodee knom bedee posiaces
all thase charscienidics which are absolutely bevond the capabihies,
comperehenseons and scope of human koowladge, It s e wpweme,
tozical, scicnnfic and univenal knowlcdee beyond the lmi of time and
wypace, and thecefore. i i1s ot posadble by any human béing possessang
limnted Enowiedee 1o prepare such a leat of clemal koowledse. ho
homian mmd can ever encompada all ficlds of knowled e incloding socal
and phivsical scrences with such peecision and authocity which could b
Of wversal applucatuon,

Q. Can the unbelievers of divinlty of the Vedas be not scholars?

Ans. Cenanly the human beings, believing m the divinity of U
Yedas or not. can be profoond scholars if they denve the troths of the
Vedas, and expand and ¢laborate the same as emphaseed o the Vedic
texts. And miathones of such sacholrs in innnmerable branches of knowledge
Goexist and wall exist on the carth even without belicving in the revelation
of the Vedas, Buot at is also a (act that 10 addition to their own dedicated
and devoted studies andd research, they reogived the pnme knowledpe
Troan thear teachers, and thewr Wachess i e also gained it (roan their
1eachess through the teacher-waught system donng a loag penod of study,
expernumentalion and realrabon. And alumately that poume, hasac and
Gursalng knowledee was of the Vedas, Several saunts and phalosophers
unhelioving implicity in the Vedas, do admit that the primge wurce of
prume kpowledge o God aad God alooe, and the man has graduslly
developed i i different brane bes of soionoe and humonalacs, And witiewer
truthful mowlodye and secoewdol echoolopy developed by sciennus
tockyy 15 the result of Contingous mprosement and appdCatog of that hee
prime knowiedze of the Vedas

Q. When were the Vedas revealod?

Ans. The Vedas were revealod with the <rcation of uabverse and
human bemngs. According o the Vedie asrological calculations
Coines ot 10 be ooe thousand mne humdned seventy two mslhons nine
hundred fortyvone thousand cighly-cight (1,97,29 49.088) yvears. And
according to cosmologists also, the age of creaton of universe comes out
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i be about e thousaed sullen years by diforese s it
techaigues, This is inooatoamity s the Vedoe astrodogical calulairs
potlcewans by Saami Dayvansod Samsean aboat the pered of creaton
of (e Vieddas,

Q. Why do soane western Indbologistx believe Yedes to be of about
twn to foor thesand yeors BOC, oply?

A The Creidion of the Vedas 2os been aocopicd as 1K veans
PO by Hopg, Wintnas, Wiseoo-Cmitfith oo, aod 4000 BC. by lacoby,
The Eurogen Indobozasts w b peockiimed these duies of areation of the
Yodos were cither moa-coersanl wath the Yok tiaditons and lireratune
o were Sased with Seir nlignror mohwes, Probgddy thear ooneepis e
Povsed on Hible weere baeman acuvities are confinsd willin el thoussad
vedas, Since they belaove Yiodas as bumen croalwo, (e sole atcmpt i
o estahlndy hesan senvity aed history 1o the Vedis, Comseguoently, The
porad of areabion Of the Vo may be carlier tus the Bible, bot o o
mioch cuber, Ewen on e hasis of Geodogy, NI Pavagr e Vodye
Fathers of Caocloey” lis scoopiod the Creation penod ol the Veduas two
lakch forty thousand 2 A0000K) vesrs sed astrodorisa Deenaatt Chitiet
accepicd Gree Inkh wies, Bul Acharys Viedvanub, oo e baas of
geclogy. astrodogy, and Vedie Beratome bas oo ludal (Vadic Yug aur
Aads Monav) st rovelatrco of the Vedas wis along Gird the cresoos ol
universe and homan bemsass,

E PFRESERVATION OF ORIGINALITY OF THE VEDAS

Q. K ik=ire mo alterations in the Vedas ainoe Uhie revelulion
millions of yours ago?

Are. Cerainly thire & no heranons, addinons and ssbtractions in
the Vodas sinoy ey sevelation. Ancient Ridis foresighied the posabehly
et there conld be aiieralxos i the Vedes with Inps of tine. So they
devekped igd adopied vianous methok $0 pecserve the odglnnbiny of the
Wedas vz, G 1Rey leard all =antras by sl siog witd theic Rishi,
Devia, Uhltandz and Svarz (oliowmg icxcher-tsaehl radiion s ke
Ehein i Eack, uopollned ned uncheaged w the bosoen of their heans,
i) They oounsad the number of wonds and reooedod than; aod
{im} They deselopod the Tists of margnas called anukmenanikas

Q. Could there be no mivkakes by mispromunciations and
omissione?

A, Yes. Thede consld be soch mistiies, Dot i onder o checi tat
sort OF crmon, they developat ditforcar modes of rocitaticn e (Toss-
checking.
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Q. What were these modes of recitutions adopted to preserve the
originality of the Vedas?

Ans The history of preseeving the onginality of the Vedas is very
very old, and there bad been gradval developments with time in (his
gigantie Gk, pirionlarly when facdites of ponting an! sound recording
were not avaikible as we have oday, Madhu Sedan Mom descnbes the
history of preserving the onginality of the Vedas in Madho Shiksha s
fodbows :

W Wigel wie 9w e g v
arenfd g wrg w1 and) @i
aien wie afirsea fam o 1§
bl sEOew Rrnfastsreguagi2
guE ureRisdae dead) wewadla
amfidf: ww fReded awn

Gl revealed the Sanhita, Ravana provided Pada Patha, Vabhrava
gave Krama Patha, Vyad Reshi mitated Jaa patla, Vashistha intmoduced
Mala Patha, Bhrigo Rishi developed Shikha Patha, Ashua Vakra
propagated Kekha Patha, Vishwamim Rishi introduced Dhway Pathia,
Parishar adopled Danda Patha, Kashyapa Bidu developed Rath Patha
and Atn Kishi adopred Ghama Patha in order to preserve the originality
of the Vedic mantas with respect of each letier, word, alongwith Rishi,
Dy, Chhand, Svara and their sequence. Thus cach mantra was learmnt
by et an tirteen diffeseon ways, These modes of recitarion can broadly
he classaficd mio two man categories e, Prakrati Patha and Vikean

Ml

). What is Prakrati fatha?

Ans. [n Prakrati Patha the sequence of the words of the mantea
remns i e onginal fomm, Even in this svaem, mantras ane rememberedd
and proncunced o five different ways viz, (1) Sanhita Patha, (2) Pada
Patha, (3) Vyakrima Patha, (4) Mandukaplet and (5) Krama Patha, In
Sanhia Patha o mante is recited continuously as it is, In Pada Patha, the
words are separated by dejointing (Sandhivichhed) and remmembered.
In Vyuikriuna Patha all words are remembred o the reverse order from
the st to the tost word. In Mandokaplon Pada Patha, the woeds are
remembered by persons allemabvely leaving the next wond for the other
reciter. This s called Charcha, In Kruna Patha, the words are rememberned
i padrs and thee second wond of the formers pair forms the first past of the
next panr, This mantams the sequeence of wods, BEven woday these modes
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of recilation are adopted, though by a few Vedic scholars, in South India,

). What is Vikrati Patha?

Ans, In Vikran Patha, the relative positon of tie word in the mantr
s clgmged, Such changes Could be numerous depending upon the number
of permutanons and combinaions of mathemmics. These Pathas are
uite complex, but stmultanconsty mone precise we control any addimon,
subteacton oF alteration, Basdis have beoadly diveded vikon Pathas in the
followane cieht classes viz, Tata, Mala, Stkha, Rekha, Dhwapa, Daonda,
Foaetha o Gibsnnce, Sogne of them lowe funther been sub-divided Tor moee
precision, ¢.2 Jata mnto 2, Mala o 21 and Ratha m 10 classes. P DY,
Satvalekar and . Veer Sen Vodasharami haove given several exaanples of
Il recatations in their wonrks

e view Ol the above modes of recitaniions and leamings by heart, a
mantra is beamt an leas by 13 different modes: bence there remains no
ol ol douhl about e onginality of the mantras checkmg and cross
checking by different modes of necitation takimg care nol oaly of ¢ach
word, but 200 ats letgers, sanidhis, halams e, of each mantra incloging s
Rishy, Devia, Chhanda and Svara, Therefore, 1t leavies no soope oe any
infmtesimal ecror introduced 1o vedic mantras, And thas unigoe tradition
of preservimg e onginality ol the Yedas was whole beartedly appreciaied
even by westem ontics of the Viedas, bmplicat fanh i Divine Revelanon
and deep mooted dedication and devotion of the Aryans lor their boly
scuptures have kKepl the Vedas in thewr purest and onganal fonm an every
wnse of etyvmology every after millons of years, Max Muller conlims i
s Ohaganod Religion (p. T3] thus " The text of the Vedas have been
handed down to us with such accuracy that there is hacdly a varioos
reading in the proper sense of the word or even an uncertain accent
in the whole of the Rigveda®, Similarly Kaegy wroites in Bagveda (p. 221,
“Since that time nearly, MMM years ago, it (the text of the Veda) has
sullered no changes whatsovever with a care such that the history of
other literatures has nothing similar to compare with it

9, COMMENTARIES ON THE VEDAS

(). How could one understand the true mesning of the Vedas?

Ans. Ancient Rishis have laid out the broad goide-lhnes for Vedic
interpreration o arive at a ruthlel meaning of te mantra. Yaskacharyi
s andicated o has Norukta that words of the Vedas Jee composite and
ol oortn or underived, bach word should be transhved in three-told
wnses, e, matesial, metaphysical and spiritual according to the subject
mater of the mantea. Wiole denving the nature of composaite word of the
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manira, 1ts devea, metre and notiton should also be kept in view. Swami
Prayvamand critically veviewed all approaches of Vedic comimentarics,
revivied tus iraditional procedure, adopied the same in his ranslations of
the Vedas and Lakd ot the basie principles of Vedic comumentary, m his
wreatise "Rigvedahibhashya Bhomka™

Q. Why is there so imuch varimtions namongst the commentarises
of the Vedas available today?

Ans, There are several reasons for this, viz, () vivicily in the
medaning of Vedic words, (i) knowledee of Viche sansknt linguage of the
commentates, () Bunihariy of the commentator wath the araditona]
Viedic interpretanion and oter suxalinry Vedie wexis as understood n
ancieit imes, Dy obpectve of U commeenttor aod (0 sehedier motieated
with some preconcesyed notions, Any one or more of these [clors can
cause devianoeas m Vedic interpretation.

(J. What are the different approaches of Vedic interpretation
since ancient times?

Ans, While cnucally exasimmag all approoches of Vedic interpeetation,
TYudhisther Meemansak (Vedic Sadbhanta Meemansa, p. 623 classified
them into four groups aceording o the penods @ —

i1} Pt‘..lg T.'Jg}'i{: period (sinee revelation updo besinning of Dwapar)
(2} Pre Yagyic peniod (upto cnd of Dwapara)

(3} Post Yagyic penod (from Kalvug w end of Fah contury)

(4} Modem period (1401 onwards),

Dunag the Prag Yapyic and Pre Yagvic period, the basiz of Vedic
mierpretaion was scaence and humanities. It included three-Told and
even five-feld approach of Vedie imerpretation with emphasis on material,
mataphysical and sparitual approach. But later onie., duning the Yagyic
peniod, it was proclaimed that the purpose of the Vedas s Yagya and other
rials only, Emphasis beage was Lud on ftuabstic approach of Vedic
interpretanon, and several hypothesis were concerved to explain the
meaning of manira which led 1w a wide diversaty.

. Kindly enumerate the main commentators of the Vedas.

Ans. Some avalable sames of ancient Vedic scholars are ; Mahanshi
Brahma, Kapil, Manchi, Atn, Angira, Pulpstya, Palah, Ritu, Bhardwaj,
Vashishtha, Bhrigo, Dakshya, Mane, Jatukamya, Vishwamios, Kashyigpa,
etc. During the Last 1,300 years the main commentators have been Skand
Swarm, Navavama, Udgitha, Hastonalak, Veokat Madhava, Bhan Goving,
Laxmana, Yapwi, Anand Tintba,, Aunanand, Savana, Ravana, Mahidbar,
Mudgal, Bharst Swami, Bhatt Bhaskar, Ubbat, Shauoak, Gaurdhar, Han
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Swam:, Deva Swami, Anandhoh, Veakatesh ctc. Beddes these, Swoaumi
Davanand, Shoy Avrodwndo amd thear follomen, Py Salvalekar, and several
westermn Indologeas (Max Muller, Gafith ¢ic,) and others hane transtased
the Vedas o Samsknit, Enghsh, Hmdi, Germam and French. The above
names are nod necessnly complete i a chironodogwcal order amd these
vodnmetstatons have adopted diflerent approaches (o revend the socnets of
the Vodio (Vedee vangmana Ka Inhas: Bhagwoaantt),

Q. What types of Vedic commentories are available now?

Arns. Most of the amaent commentorles are pot avalable now, Only
thew eferendes are visible in Vedic Iitertore, However, some of the post
Yagyic and modem trambithons s aviakable . In Yazvic appooach emplusss
Feis been Lad on nituals, polyvitheoun and Yagvas alomg with «come contents
of spaiualnm. The modem approach can be fenther divided into four
clsses; vie. (1) Comimentnes infhue rneed by Purimas ansd avtuals inclodmee
Vintyoga, (1) Yaska-based Davannnd s approach, (i) Sayana based
wistern approach and (v) Shor Aurobundo’s psyehological and
philosophical approach,

. What are the main characteristios of Dayvanamsd s commentary”

Ans, Dayunand dsd 0ol propose any new approach of Vedie
cormentiary of s own. Bt he simply revived the ancient tmditional
Prayvagyic approach of Yacks, based on Nirukta amd gave full justificaton
of e saune queiding other ancaent Viodie texis, e, Brahmanas alc. Thes
appeoach 1< based on the follmving prmciples : (1) The words of Veda
SIS A COomposibe, underived and nod complcicly onderived o nigid
o ot () Wherever the wahject matter of the mantra s adoration of
worship of God, the words Agni, lodra, Vave ote. mean God;
(m) Interpreiation of the mantra shogld be according o its devia, 1.e.
sabpect matlcr, and metre, alongwith doe consideranon of potatioa of the
wordss (v) A puendra showdd be wansdated o four fodd-sense, e, matenal,
mctaphysical, spariioal ol prxtical and intergetion of these vicw poins
will certainly reveal wimost the secret of the mantra;
(v) Suxe Vedas are Divine revelation, there is no human history arilien
therem and (vi) Viedas should be viewed as texis of complete knowledge
W0 gusde hamomity for the Tullest development of their physacal, mental
and spintusl powers, and for cxploration of metaphysical, cosmic and
BaGral SCHCHOCN 1 generate new tochnology for the welfare of the sockety
as a whole and not destruction. His Vedic exergy is strictly hased on
Vedic grammer Etymology, subpect matter and Mogic in f coherent mainer.
Therefore, s very constutent, reasonable, logteal, natueal, sheniific and
non-contrdictory in e ¢ntire Vodas, Thastie Bid o very sound rational



40 § Vidas Infrodueed

and reasoncable foundanon of Vedic interpretation. On the basss ol these
prnciples, Dayvanand examined the available commentanes and
vehemently enticised those of Sayana, Ubbat and Mahadhar and all those
of westem idoiogists hased on them wherever they were anctbical,
unreasonable and mconsistent. In this comtext T4, Visvant writes
“Swami Dayanand Saraswati was in the first place India’s eye opener
to the wisdom of the Yedas, [ know none in modern Indiz who was so
great a scholar as the Swand . Shn Aurobindo also appeeciated
Dayanand's approach. He wnites, “Why should not the foundation of
Vedic thought be natural monothelsm eather than this new fangled
manstrosity of henotheism? Well, because primitive barbarians could
not possibly have risen to such high conceplions, and if you allow
them to have so risen, you imperil our theory of evolutionary slages
of human development. Truth must hide itell, common senese
disappear from the ficld <o that the theory may Nourish. Lask in this
point, and it is the Tundamental point who deals most
straightforwardly with the text, Dayanand or the western scholar<?
Further be says “In the matters of Vedic interpretation — Dayanand
will be homoured as the first discoverer of the right clues. Amidst the
chaos amd obscurities of old ignorence amnd age-long misunderstanding,
his was the eye of direct vision which pierced to the truth amd
fastened on that which was exsential,”

). What are the main features of European commentaries?

Ans, Donng 1850 o 19300 a kuege number of BEuropean Indologists
providest commentaries on the Vedas in Genman, English and French,
Thieir man source was Siyana's nualistic comanentary whach was lunther
distorted by them aecording w thew olior motives, While neglecung
Sayana’s concepd of divane revelation. monothe ssm, and peaod of creation
of the Vedas, they comed new ¢conoepts as polytheism, buman bustory,,
wars of kings, wdol worship, composttion of Vedas by human beings
during the st two 1o thiee thousand vears BLC, with scant apprecianio
here and there, Several of these authors &8 Max Muller, Gritfuh, Moser
Williums, Roth, Keith, Rudolf, Weber ete, were either Chrisiian
Missionenies or polincally modivated; and cormamnly oot the seckors atier
truth of these ontental texis of the Hindus, and there appears 1o be o
reason for the same., Their mamn objective was (o malign and distont the
supremacy Of the Vedas and ¢reate suspicion and disrespect Tor them
amongst therr behievers — the Hiodus, Max Moller, a great bagoury
clearly wrote in affirmaon ina letter to lis wale in 1536 thus — “Thope,
I shall finish this task and ¥ feel convinced though [ shall not live (o
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see it. Yet this edition of mine and tramsiation of the Vedas will
hereafter tell to a great extent on the fate of India and on the growth
of millions of souls in that community. It is the root of their religion
and to show them what the root Is, 1 feel sure is the only way of
uprooting all that has sprung from i during the lust three thousand
years . On the other hand, be wis g Dayanard' s tanslaton of the
Vedas as a " pabnful source” as expressed s one of lus another letter, Max
Muller wrnte w secretary 10 State for India on 16 December, 1868 thus:
“The Amncient religion of India is doomed now, if Christianity dows
not step in whose fault will it be™? Simlarly M, Monier Williuns weole
i the mirodocoon ofF his Sansknl Eoghsh Drcionary thus “That the
spechal object of his munificent bequest was to promwle the transaltion
of the scriptures into Sanskrit, so as to enable his country men Lo
proceed in the conversion of the natives of India o the Christian
religion.” Further i as book *“The Study of Sanskrit in Relation to
Missionary work in India,” he wrote *YWhen the walls of the mighty
fortress of Hindvism are encircled, undermined and fnally stormed
by the soldiers of the Cross, the victory of Christianity must be final
and complete”

Ty s why most of 1hese Vedic commentanes are ill-motvated wath
preconeeyed aotons engulfcd with Misssonary zeal and biased approach,
Pecrw Cotan pnust poess bas adophed the sume apgwoach oo teir ey,
Frankly speaking European commentasies age, 1otaliy at vanance with
Indian wwlition and wue spirit of the Vedas, baseless. inconsisient.
unscientific and a stugma on the Vedas and cenainly not worth
consideration, Al national, socil and political problems we face today,
in fodii, are the resules of this based iperpeetation of the Viedas and s
propaganda durmg Bnush rule and even ioday.

Q. What are the main characteristics of Shri Auwrobindo’™s
approach of Vedic interpretation?

Ans. While whole heartedly appreciating Swami Davanamd's
uerpretation, Shn Aurobide opined (Secret of the Vieda p. 300 thal **the
Veda is primarily intended to serve for spiritual enlightment and self
culture”, In s wanslations of Veda, he emphasised o0 ¢som,
payehotogical and philosophbicad contents of e Vedis and assumed
Rishes as philosophical powers. He says @ “the central idea of Vedic
Rixhis was transition of human soul from s state of death to a state
of immortality™, Fusther “the Veda is a book esortic symbols almosd
of spiritual formula which masks itsell as a collection of ritusl poens™.
He does nod accept rtualiam 1o the extent of Sayana amld cotcises
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westen commentanes aleo. His spertoal interpeetatson of the Vedas is
wery imspining and has been accepied by several scholars viz, I,
Madbusudan Ogha, D, V.5, Agarwal. Dr, Ganga Nath Jha, D, Fateb
Singh and others. More research 15 needed for 8 most coberent
trierpretation of the Vedas.

(). Which Vedic commentary should a common person read?

Ans. Amongst the Vedic commentanes available, those of Divanand
aid his followersane guite reasomable and pragmatic, However they need
turther elaboranon oo severel pownts, particulinly w e mela-phy<ical
and spiritoal sense, Shn Aorhindo’s comamentary though available on
few Suktis as also guite mspinng inois esorie, psvehatogical and
philosaplacal view point.

Q. Are Swami Dayanand’s commentaries available on all the
Vedas?

Ans. No. duzing his life time, Swirni Dayanand could complete the
transtation of Yaorveda and of Rigveda only upte 2od mantea of sixty
one Sukta of seventh Mandaks {7.61.2) Hovwever be establishod his basic
principies. copcepis and methodelogy of aerpretatgon in his book
Ragvedadibhashya Bhumika on the boses of YVasba's Nirvkta, His 1ollowers
lager on completed the iranstation of all the Vedas which are now avalable
in Hindi as well asin English, Notably amongst these translatoes ares s,
Jmdeva Meemansak, Tulsi Ram, Kshemkaram. Dharam Deva,
Vaidhyaoath, Vishwath, Bhoamoand, Yodhisther. Meemansak, Privabeat,
D, Satva Prakash Do Satva Kam, Han Sharun., Devi Chand, Ly, Bam
Nath and others, who elaboeated and refined funiher Dovanand’s approach,

10. OBJECTIVES AND TEACHINGS OF THE YEDAS

(). What are the objectves of imparting Vedic knowledpe to
humanity?

Ans. The objectives of God in revealing the knowledee 1o humanity
with the creation of buman beings was that the people conld know in the
beginning stself their do's and don’tdos, They could also be familiar with
their doties wWwards their Tonily members, society amd nation with
whiimate goal of their lite so that they can make immense development in
their mental and spritual powers, It would have been very unjust and
pnlair on the pant of Omnipotent, Omniscient and Almighty God 10
punish a person forope s unlawiul and immaonal acts without sdvising in
advance the consequences of one’s acts, Every one should reap the fruits
of one’s #C1s in the ¢lernal sysiem ol His creation, and for this pupose,
15 nod ondy logical and just bat also essentinl the husnan beings be mode
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familiar with their dutics and eesponsibilities so that law breakers could
be punished accordingly.

L. What are the ways of self improvement?

Ans, According to Manw every person should try o umprove amd
possess the following ten gquahiies viz, Patence, Formiveness, Penance,
the thefilessness, purity of body, mind and sool, sell control oF mand amd
acts, wisdom, knowledge. truthfulness and serenaty.

Q. Why do the Vedas emphasise on Yagya so much?

Ans, Because the concept of Vedie Yagya i very comprebensive,
15 pol ondy confined W olliennes of some hHluneable matenals o Le as
s commoniy misandersiond, Lierally Yagyva means worship, purification,
sell unprovement. stisdy of senpiures. offering of alms and seevice (o
society, respect of elders, seholars and gecsts and welfare ol all hvine
creatares. Thus Yazyva covers all the noble activities of human Life an all
sphieres of activities. These Yagvas are of five tvpes and are pestormenld
through Brahmayagya, Devavagya, Pitravagya Balivaishwa Yagva
and Atithi Yagya. The overall purification of body, mind. soul and
evaronment around ws, and removal of evils Irom the society and nation,
15 Yagya. Theeefore, the Vedic concept of Yagvaas the overadl welfare not
only of buman beings irrespect of their se-called relizion, bat of all living
pangs, m dutferent fomms or Yonis,

Q. What is the concept of God in the Vedas?

Ans. According 10 the Vedas, e God s one and one only, fle s
Formless, Creatorn, Sustamer, and Destrover of uraverse, Jusy, Omaiscicnt,
Omuipotent, Almighty, Flemal, Boedite, All-Pervading, Everlasting,
Imontal, Kind, Sencwless, Deseaseless, Impenshable, Unchangeable,
Undecaying, Fearless. Pure and Supeeme. Al visable and invisible objects
of the universe are denved from Him and Luer oo, all these are absorbed
in the same Crealor,

Q. What are the relationships between Godd, Soul and Prakrati?

Ans. There is a clese relanonstop between God. Soul and Prakean
visible and invisible activities of the world. All the three are ctermal, and
while working together they have thewr own independent identity. The
Peakeat: or matter 15 the linest gniform ¢lement undelined so far by
scaence which is the only source of all phyaical world Like sun, moon,
arth, menals, sky, planets, vegetton ee., Thus the Prakrat is inen,
lileless, eternal and mactive. On the otherhand, the scul 1s also eternal.
unbom, immoral, deathless, mvasible, sensttive, innumberable, along,
pctive, novice and passes through the cycle of Hife and death of the body,
Ihe soul being sensitive, sell-judicious and free ol act bears the Trut ol
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one’s own actions in continuity of life and death sccording 1o the truthful
Divine Laws uner His control and passes through several bodily specics
or Yonis by way of life and death eyele. A soul by virlue of oncs pious
and noble sors can awain the ighest state of perfection in purity, serenity
and self-control and can attien Moksho, Bt il can nether achieve all the
above mentioned qualities and powers of God viz. Creator, Supporter,
Destroyer, Controller of universe, Omnipotent, Omniscient and Almighty
cle, nor it can become God Himscll, Similarty, the God has not 1o come
down Himself on carth in any bodily tora simply 1o get His own elernal,
wrathtul, social and meral laws implemented. and w punish the faw
breakers. But the etmal and truthiul Faws can be maimansed on the eanth
by asher ways also. For that, He can cevtamly urge a paoos soul 1o take
a bodily form on earth to prodect the wuthfol, ozl laws and a
humanitasian rehigion, and abolish law-lessaess and unjustice from the
socicty, Being Omnipresent. He is present in cach and every soul.
Therefore, a person can neither be the God in the tree suniet sense nor
God has 1o adopt Himsell any bodily form to maintain law, order, peace
and mosality in the world, He can send pious souls for this purpose.
Therefore, God, Soul and Prakrati, e, all the theee, while working
together and interacting simultancously in all worldly activinies, possess
specilic charactenstics, qualities, activities and capabilities dilferently.
This concept of Vedic Trimity or Tratwad is very scientific, ratonal,
logical and pragmatic,

Q. Do the Vedas prescribe the worship of many gods and
goddessex?

Ans. No, The Vedas are not polytheistie as misundersiood and
msanterpredted by some, They are purely monothesuc; and prescnbe the
workship of one and only one God whose charactenstic have been
mentioned earlier. Moreowver, there can be no two or more gods of those
characteristics. The musconception bas developed amongst some due 1o
the same word God being used for Deva, Devia and Ishwara in English
language while i Sanskol (Vedic) all are different with some noble
qualities common amaongst them. According to Nirukta (7.15) the word
"Dreva™ 15 defined as

a4 g Sarmm aenn o @) i g (R 70

“The devas are so called because they give hight, shire, and instroct
or because they have thewr abode in the regions of bght™ Thus God is
‘deva” who gives the true knowledge in the beginning of creation. Sun,
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moon ete. are devas as they give light, and learsed people and
plalonthropists are devas o devias as they propagate knowledge and give
alms o needy people and social organisations, respectively. Thus Sun.
Moon, Earth, noble and learned people despite of being devas or devias,
cannot be God in the sirict sense mentioned above as there cannol he
several Gods or Ishwaras, However, some of the dluminating objects hike
Sun, Moon, fire cic. have been hen for devas or God as well as for
physical forces of natere depending wpon the subject matier of the
mantre. However, these phivsical Torces of nature also enrich and facilitiane
human hife. reflecting some benevolent qualities of God, and so they are
deva or devia, A devowe adores God aceording to one’s own concepts
and, gualities, he o she desires to unbibe o one’s bife viz,, Survator life,
energy and knowledge, Laxmi for prosperity, Saraswati for education,
Indra tor Power and Eanth for agriculenal production ete, Actually Sun,
Moon, Agm., Eanth, Indra. Brabma, Laxon, Rudea, Sheva, Yishno and
other phvsical, terrestial and spritual powers possess some of the aunbutes
and Qualities of God 10 some extent. These are also the names of one and
the same God. People simply adore the same once God, in different forms
and names.

(). How can a person get ride of the cyvcle of life and death?

Ans. One coan get rid of this by adopting a continued process of self
pnprovement in one's own physical, mental and spritual powers. Maharshi
Patanjali bas lad out a very systematxe procedure for the same in his
Yoga Barshan known as Ashtanga Yoga. It includes.

™, fAmm, anaw, womam weer ueen, e afte |l

3 Yama (truth, non vielence, celebracy, theltlessness and unhoarding
ol wordly goods), 5 Niyama (Purity, contentment, penance, study of
Yedas amd seriptures, worship and theism} Asana {postere) Pranayama,
Privyahar, Dharna, Dhyan (meditation) and Samadin, And some secis
have stressed only on a few of these for attaining moksha as truth, non
viclence, celebracy, knowledge, meditation etc. which are a fraction of
this yogic procedure. This cight-tier system of Vedwe religion s most
scieatific, rational, beneficial and complete in all respects. This constructive
appreach leads o an overall improvement in the physical, mental and
spritual powers and 13 ulumately a full-peoof approach W attain moksha,
This yogic dhyan system has drawn attention of all enlightened persons
even wnongst the non-Hindus of the warld,

Q. Are some of the social evils present amongst the Hindus
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supporied by the Vedas?

Ans. No untrath, soperstition, dogma and social evil is supported by
the Vedas, The presem svstem of casteism and untouchability by hirth
and soctal discrimanation in community feasts, child marnnge, dowry,
life lomg widowness and Sal are certainly not prevelent in the Vedic
leachings, There, e entise bumanity of the world is considered as one
manav Jaati while the so-called caste svstem 15 according 10 one’s pwn
chowee and not by binth. Though there 18 descnption of about 1wo
hundied different professions in the Yajurveda itself bar they are not
mentioned as Jaatis or castes as considered today on bicth basts. Four-
e syslem deseribed in the Vedas is absolotely according o (he
natrue, qualites and activities of a person and not accoeding 1o the birth
wilh paréntage of a particular protession. According to Manw., Vama 1
changeable as we see Woday the dilfercnce in the profession of father and
son sometunes, according o ones qualities. A Shudra is no caste even
today; and a Shudra could be Brahmaa by noble acts and knowledge and
Brahmana can deleriorate to Shudm who is defined in Vedas as (799

R one eaming livelyhood by skilled or hard unskilled tabour. There
is not @ single evidence of untonchability in all the four Vedas, On the
olher hand, Vedas approve casteless marriage, allow every body 1o siudy
them, and perfonm Yagya evervday, There is no social discrimination in
marnage, communmty feasts and rehgioos fesivals, Negligence of Vedic
studies 15 the cause of all social and religious evils, superstitions and
dogmas, unpatonsm, detenomlion of morl characier in private and
public life and lack of harmoney in Ganily life. Therefore, widerstanding
progagation and implementation of Vedic wachings in all walks of hife,
is the only solution of present problems (for details sce awthort hook —
Hinddo Dharma Shastron Men Chhua Chhoot?)

Q. Are the Vedic teachings applicable to our modern society?

Ans. Certainly yes. Becanse all the Vedic teachings are logical,
practical, beneficial, rational and scientific. They are eternal, beyond the
scale of time and space, and therefore, are worthy of adoption at any time
in all spheres of human life, All Viedic wachings are based on humanitarian
principles and truthful ideas and ideals; and are therefore suitable to the
modern society and will be for futere also. They are etemal and universal,

Q. Are the Vedic teachings for a particular caste, creed, race,
sect, region or nationality?

Ans. No, The Vedic weachings are for the entire humanity; and are
equally applicable to one and nll, independent of caste, creed, region,
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gcograpbical or political boundaries. They are not meant for i partcular
group of people as we witness in Quran, or Bible, In the language of
Veda, all people of the world are as one class of hwnanity. Therefore,
therr teachings are free from all the discriminauons of colour, caste,
creed, natonally ete. Even the Viedie religion 1s not after the name of any
particular person like Islam after Mohammed, Christiamey after Jesus,
and Budhism after Boddha,

Q. Do Yedas prescribe conversion of religion?

Ans, No, there is no mention of religious conversion in the Vedas as
we find in Quran and Bible, and a political zeal amongst their followers
for conversions. It is becanse these was no other religion at the time of
revelation of the Vedas, Moreover, Vedas emphosise o develope mohle
character (o= g 9rd9) in buman beings of the world. Bt the
sovio-pohitical condition of Tndu deanands now pot caly 1o stop religious
conversion of the Hindus o other religions but (0 bring back all those w
Hinde Fuith who were forcibly convered under Brinsh or lslamic Rule, or
oW under soco-economic conditions or otherwise,

Q. What is the ultimate objective of the Vedic teachings?

Ans. The sole objective of the Vedic eachings 15 an overall
development of enore bumanity in their personal, soctal, natonal and
imtemational outlook and also 1o ¢stablish and strengthen moteal love,
peace, prospenty and coopecaton, kleally Vedas envizage the concept of
universe as one buman class, one langeage and one vifons. thought
process. This is why there is o sectaranism, regionalism, conumunalism,
fundaunentalism, hatred and separatism in the Vedas. The Vedic eachings
are mspinng, thought-provoking, constructive, crealsve, moeal, cthacal,
bumaniaan, based oo equality and love, They prescribe donies of every
hving bemng, male or feamle alike towards family, society and nation,
Vedic eachings are worth adoption in daily life, eacourage people to
grow and allow others also w growe in all Gelds of activiey, Universal love,
equality hrother-hood, peace, prospenty, fearlessness and wuthful conduct
1s the gist of Vedic reachings.

Q. Why should one study the Vedas

Ans, BEveryone shoald study and adopt the Vedas. DBecause e
unbelievers of the Vedas should read them for comparative study with
their religious texts and the believers w seek more and more insipiration
for a nobler danly life and for more staunch faith in them in the modem
era of saence and reasoning, [ am comvineed, it will add 1o the quality of
life ol every reader of the Viedas, belp in enbancing moral values, relieve
mental tension, and catate more himmonious atnosphere m personal,
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family and social hie, Vedic teachings provide solotions o all human
problems, and wmpher Guth o these Divine texts wall certainty prove
wspicing Tor a betier moral be, Bvery one must recite a few manints
danly and read all the Vedas wath understanding. Let us be poble and
make our progeny noble T I WA throneh the study,
contemplation and unplementatien of Vedic eachings i one's hie, Al
the four goals of life as dharma, ccononic prospenty, pleasures of lile
and mok<ha are anamable ;m one’s life nme through the Vedas,

. Can the study of the Vedas help in the integration of Hindu
sects and sockety and humanity as a whole?

Ans. Cenainly ves. Like other wsects of the world relipions, a Lrge
nutnber of sects bave developed in Vedic relhigron dunng the s thousmds
of years and all these Hmduo sects acoept Vedas as their prime sowrce. The
ditferences m Yodic ierpretitions has led o the creation of several socis
feading W wordhup of ditferent gods and goddesses as uiamate of
sopreme Loed and thetr mode of wosship, Followang of Davanand’s
translaton of the Vedas will help umdesuandmg the true Sanatan Dliinoa
andd wall lead o the umificanion of different sects of the Hindos, Mormeover,
all Indhian lapguagees have alwo been derived from Sansknt, Thevefore,
Sanskrit lnngeagee and the onginal message of the Viedas can be the only
and most important single wnilying foree and factor 0 the present
coviromnent O wparition, sectarseasm and regionalism cavsed by the
different langnazes. Hindo colre s basteally the Vedse culture and
Bharat is 4 Hindu state. Theretore, the celteal and relipious pmiy of the
Hindus, the majornty population of India through the stedy amd
propagiation of the Vedas, can be a unique approach of integranng all the
Hindu sects n the reconstruction of social order, removal of so¢ial
dogmas and evals, vicous practces and religioos supersttious. Therelore,
the prosperity, sovereignity and intergrution of Hindu Society and India
s i whole, hes in the consohdaton of Hindu sccts and revival of the
Vedas, BEven today, whatsoever culiural and national anity is visible in
Inchia, 1is seeds be in the weas and ideals scattered in the Vedas and
Upanishads, and other Sansknt 1ex1s;, and ¢ertainly not in composile
colture as 15 misunderstood and propagated by self-motivated polidcians
saying hypocnitically Unity i Diversaty, This is basically a misguiding
slogan whach s impeacncil and has proved disastrous more so i the last
50 years even alter partition of the country on two nation or culture
theory. The solution of all social, religious and polincal problems in the
country heésan the revavalism of the Vedas i their true spint and unifying
e Hindu society oo the basis of Rigveda’s last Suku.
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(). How one should study the Vedas for maximom benefit ?

A, In oeder to gam maximum bepehit of the Vedas, one must sidy
tirst the introductory books on them. This will belp 10 understand the
hasic concepts, themes. method of interpeetation, secrets and visions of
the Vedas. After being familiar with the style of presentation of the
maniras, one should soudy the Viedas with full devotion and faith in theis
treg spnl; While reciting andfor performing Yagya o any nitual, ooe
should be clear with the true meaning of the mantras wsed. Otherwise it
would be much less beneficial, Fall dedication and implicit faith in the
invine teachings of the Vedas begets pleasare, purification, perfection
and salvation. However, any coguary on the Vedas be got clanificd from
[ 7 |"|.1;,"v|:.'f.li., wchsilars, .

Q. Which are those introductory books on the Vedas?

Ans. Some such books ane as follows

L

bl Sl ol

14,
11,
12
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

An Iniroduction to the Commentary of the Vedas — Swami
Davanand swaraswats,

Light of Trath — — Swami Dayanand Saraswati,

Vedon Ka Yatharth Swarup - I Dharma Deva Vidyamartant,
Secret of the Viedn — Shni Aurobindo,

Vedic Sampatti — 1. Raghu Nandan Shanma.

Veda Sampada — P Veer Sen Vedashrami,

Ved Meemansa — — Swama Vidya Nand Saraswati.

Vied Vidya Nirdeshan — PL Bhagwatdata.

Vedic Vangmaya Ka lubos — P Bhagwatdaua,

Vidic Sidhanta Meemansa — Pr, Yudhisther Meemansak.
Vedic [tihas Vimarsh — P Valdyanath Shasin.

Ecclesia Devina — Pt Bhomanand Saraswati,

Some Positive Scienoes in the Vedas — Dr. D.D. Mehea.

A Critzcial Study of Phidosophy of Dayayand — Dv. Sarya
Praxash,

Trastivada Ka Udbhavea Aur Vikas — Dy, Yogendra Kumar,
Bhoomika Bhaskar — Swami Vidyanand Saraswti in 2 Pans.
Vedon Drwara Saphal Jeevan — D, K.V, Paliwal.

Note — 1, 2, 4, 12, 13 and 14 we o Eaglich and the rest i Hindi



50/ Vedas Introduced

10,

il

12.

13.

14,

11. A GLIMPSE OF VEDIC WISDOM

Be a conscious person and make your progeny noble and virtuous.
(RV. 10.53.6}
Act aceording o the Vedas and not otherwise. (Ath. 1.1.4)
O man! Live a long life having the life force under control.
(Ath. 1927 8)
O ye mankind! Proceed onward from the existing status and nse
utmost by breaking imto preces the net work of evils which degrade
vou, and evén death. (Ath. 8.14)
() ye man' The pathway which thouo traversed now in ditferent
from that of the enlightened persons; may evils walk far from 1t s0
that thou mayest he able t persue the supreme path by rightousness,
(Yajgu. 35.7),
Truth, strong ctemal laws, heroism, knowledge, selfcontrol, and
seevice for humanity uphold the dignity of mother,
{Ath. 1 2.1.1)
Beware! vour nation may not degrade.
(RV. 100173010, Yapu 12.1)
Lcl your mind be possessed of noble thoughts and intentions.
(Yaju. 34.1)
May we be fearless from known and unkeown; friends and foes.
(Ath. 1%.15.6)
Thise who passess self-confidence atiain greatness by virtue of
lofly enterprises and constant efforts.
(RV. 1.85.7.
O man! Enjoy whatever God gave you. Lusl not after any one’s
nches.
{Yaju 40.1)
0 ye mankind! Let all your activities lead you to one common
goal of universal love and equaliy.
(RV. 10.191.5)
Let the son be obedient to his father and inaccordance with his
mother. Let wife speak to her husband in calm, gentle and sweet
words as honey.
{Ath. 3.30.2)
0 God! Make me immaortal where in happiness and bliss are in
abundance, and desires are fulfilled und be gracious for alainment
of thal state of prosperity.
{RV. 9.113.11).



13.
16,

7.

I am imancible.

(Ath. 19.51.1)
Let ps assimilate the noble thoughts and actions from all sources,
(RV. 1.81.1)
Let us be virtwous, excell the others and protect the society,
{(Ath. 2.11.4)
Let us follow the path of nghtcousncss
{(Yapu. 7.45)

0 man! Come here, oblitcrating the fear of death, enjoving
longevity and excellent health. May you be pure and virtuous and
possess the wealth and progeny.
(RY. 10.18.2)
Let us carn by hundred hands and distribute it with the thousand
hands,
(Ath. 3.24.5)
O wen! Assemble at a common place and take decimion
unanimously. Do not instigate agany each other.
(RV. 7.76.5)
Be alent and give up inactivity and litharginess.
(Ath. 2.6.3.)
Jedicious activity and heroism are my two hands, .
(Yuoju. 20.7)
O should wish to live in this world doing hard woek for hundred
years as there s no other way lor one's own salvation. A 'selfless
and detached action keeps the doer away from harm.
{Yaju. 40.2)



